The Parish of St Nicholas Church. Safeguarding Risk Assessment



	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	Do you need to do anything else to manage this risk?
	Action by whom?
	Action by when?
	Done

	Personal safety
	Incumbent or any one working alone in the church

Individuals arriving first for a meeting
 
	Care must be taken to protect both the lone worker and the person whom they are visiting. 
There should be accountability and transparency in the manner in which church officers engage in lone working.

Incumbent or other nominated person must risk assess the visit, & authorise either a lone visits or, if possible, visits by 2 people at any one time. 

Ideally the person being visited should be informed in advance that you are visiting.
For a first visit, or if the conversation moves on to a sensitive matter, ensure that the person is aware that the conversation is confidential, and what the boundaries of
Confidentiality are.

Identification to be carried on the first visit at least.
The risks of home visiting alone should be considered. Is the person volatile or unpredictable? Is the home visit important?
A mobile phone should be carried.
Exit door should not be locked by the home-owner so that exit by the visitor is possible, if required.
If asked to make purchases, these

If asked to make purchases, these must be recorded and receipts kept. 
Care must be taken in accepting any gifts to avoid misunderstandings.
Any deterioration in physical or mental health or any other concern must be reported to the PSO & a further risk assessment to be carried out.
A register of all home visits to be kept in line with Data Protection Act 2018.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Ensure that everyone who may come into the church alone , reads and understand the Guidelines on lone working and personal safety policy 


Continue to ensure Incumbent or any other person working alone is well informed of the advice regarding Lone Working & Personal Safety


Details of the address of the person being visited should be written down & left with someone in case of need.
Visits must have clear boundaries.
The Rector must be well-informed of these rules.

	Incumbent or anyone visiting alone

Anyone accessing the church by themselves
	Immediate
	Yes



Agreed  by PCC 2.8.2023
