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Dear friends,                   June 2025 

 
There are many stories of hospitality in the 
Bible. One of my favourite is in Genesis 18: 

[Abraham] lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, three men were standing in front of 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent 
door to meet them… 

Abraham was quick to show a distinctive 
middle eastern spirit of hospitality to three 
complete strangers who passed by his tent, 
laying on a healthy meal for them. Little did he 
know that this was a ‘theophany’ – an 
appearance of the Lord. The three strangers 
are a striking Old Testament appearance of the 
Holy Trinity.  

Few of us will be quite so fortunate in who 
passes by our front door. Yet, Jesus did say 
that whatever we do for his people, it is as if 
doing it for him personally (Matthew 25:40).  

Abraham had no idea who he was serving as 
he prepared a meal of milkshakes and burgers. 
We however do know that as we serve Jesus’ 
brothers and sisters, we serve the King of 
Kings. May that be inspiration for ‘hospitality 
month’ this June. 

Revd Edward Keene 

Rector, Stevenage (St Nicholas)  
and Graveley with Chesfield (St Mary) 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  1 June  1 Peter 4: 7-11  (SotW)      

  8 June  Acts 2: 1-11    (HC) 

15 June Rev 4   (SotW) 

22 June  Rom 8: 18-39  (SotW)  

29 June  John 1: 15-34  (HC) 

 

NB the usual 4th Sunday communion is translated to 
the 5th Sunday this month. 

 

USUAL MIDWEEK ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

Monday 2pm – Home Group (Poplars/Shephall) 
Monday 8pm – Home Group (near St Nicholas) 
  

Tuesday 2pm-4pm St Nicholas open   
 

Wednesday 12noon-2pm – St Nicholas open 
Wednesday 7pm – Evening Prayer (no Prayer and 

Praise this month) 
Wednesday 8pm – Home Group (Pin Green/Oval) 
 

Thursday 10am-11am – St Nicholas open  
Thursday 2:15pm – Weekly Prayer Meeting 
Thursday 3pm-4pm – drinks & biscuits drop-in 
Thursday 8pm – Home Group (St Nics estate) 
Thursday 8pm – Home Group (Chells Manor) 
 

Friday AM/PM – occasional door-to-door outreach 
 

Calendar – St Nicholas Church 
(saintnicholaschurch.org.uk) 
 

Flower arranging – Please see Chris Chambers for 
more details – full training given. Occasional 
Thursdays 10am-12pm, & 6.30pm-9pm at St 
Nicholas. More details on the church noticeboard.  
 
Other midweek activities, including courses, 
special services and events are as announced.  

 

Please speak to the Rector for more details of any 
of the above 
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OTHER EVENTS COMING UP 
 

      
 

MoMENtum Men’s Breakfast – Saturday 21 June 
at 8.30am – 10am in the Parish Room at St 
Nicholas. 
 

Church Walking Group – Friday 27 June at 10am 
from Fairhaven Farm, Slip Lane, Old Knebworth, 
SG3 6QC.  Lunch at the Robin Hood and Little John 
pub Rabley Heath, AL6 9UB – see our webpage: 
Next Group Walk – St Nicholas Church for latest 
updates. Please let Edward or Karen Cattell know 
if you are walking. Suitable clothing and footwear 
for time of year, drink/water, hat/sun cream. 
 

The Gathering – the next termly North 
Hertfordshire inter-church youth event will be on 
Friday evening 27 June, at Therfield Chapel. All in 
school years 5 to 13 encouraged to attend. Lifts 
available from Stevenage.  
 

 
Songs of Praise – Sunday 29 June at 5pm at St 
Nicholas to conclude the 2025 Stevenage Festival. 
Musicians from ten local churches are joining 
together to lead our town in sung worship. Early 
arrival is advised to secure your seat.  
 
Open Invitation Tea Party from Stuart and 
Christine Marshall on Franklins Road, Stevenage – 
3:30pm Sunday 6 July. RSVP by 1st July.   

FURTHER AHEAD 
 

Vicarage Summer Garden Party - Saturday 19th 
July 11am - 2pm with bring & share lunch. Come 
for as much or little of the period as you can. 
 

U-18s summer holiday camp – ‘Mayhem & 
Madness’ at Irthlingborough, N/hants, 26 July to 2 
August. Please pray for all 17 who are going. 
Donations marked ‘holiday camp’ welcomed. 
 

 
Annual Benefice Away Day – sign-up sheets are 
available at the back of the churches to register. 
Over 80 of us are signed up already – thank you. 
Don’t miss out! We will take dietary needs and 
payment nearer the time. 
 

KEY CONTACTS 

RECTOR: Revd Edward Keene, St Nicholas House, 2A 
North Road, Stevenage, SG1 4AT     Tel: 01438 879049  
Day off: Mondays  rector@saintnicholaschurch.org.uk 
 

CHURCH WARDENS:   
St Nicholas:  Karen Walker – 07427 576870  
St Nicholas:  Paul Schimmel – 07743 786414 
churchwardens@saintnicholaschurch.org.uk  
St Mary’s:  Two vacancies for churchwardens 
Contact Form – St Mary's Church, Graveley 
(stmarysgraveley.org.uk) 

 
General enquiries and for weddings, funerals and 
baptisms – 07733 995779  
admin@saintnicholaschurch.org.uk   
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