
 
Briefing 124: Wednesday 20th July, 2022.   

Dear friends, 

Over these weeks, we’re looking at the life of the early church, and finding some lessons and challenges for us in our 
benefice. This week we’re thinking briefly about the way the early church crossed boundaries.  

I’m sure I’ve heard it said that people find it easier to join an organisation, group or a church if the people already 
involved are very much like them.  People who look the same or similar and who share similar outlooks, backgrounds, 
language, etc., etc..   Psychologically speaking, I’m sure there’s some truth in that.  But one of the true glories of the 
church is its astonishing variety, and that was something the early church had in spades. 

Just think what happened in Acts 2, as “Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—heard (the disciples) declaring the wonders of God in 
(their) own tongues!” 

Yes, they were all Jews, or converts to Judaism: They had that in common. But they came from vastly different 
countries and cultures.  And of course, as the gospel went out from Jerusalem to Judaea and Samaria and to the ends 
of the world, so the gospel was preached across Asia and Greece, and India and Africa and Europe and America and, 
well, everywhere, so people from every tribe and tongue, and from every nation on the planet have come to know 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  There is no organisation in the world which is as diverse as the church of Jesus Christ. 

Living in 21st-century Britain perhaps we don’t feel the shock of that, but it was utterly revolutionary in its day, and it is 
still revolutionary now.  But it is oh so important.  Because in those times when the church has failed to grasp this 
glorious truth, it has failed to live out the truth of the gospel and witness to the glory of the God’s love and mercy.   

Across the churches in our benefice, we have people from England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Latvia, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Egypt, Kenya, Uganda, Taiwan, India, Sri Lanka and Australia; and I may have missed some!  Not only that, we have 
people with PhD’s and others with little or no formal qualifications. We have old people and young people. Some who 
have plenty- and others who struggle to make ends meet. Single people and married people. Extroverts and introverts. 
Men and women. Some who love traditional liturgy and formal worship, and some who prefer the contemporary, the 
contemplative or the exuberant. People of all kinds, from all backgrounds from many different places.  Such a body of 
people is a glorious vision of the eternal people of Jesus who will one day gather before the throne of God, and in a 
world that is increasingly divided, what a vision of hope and beauty it should portray to our fractured world. 

So here’s my first challenge… How many of those in our churches from backgrounds very different to yours would you 
count amongst your friends? How many of them have you invited into your home to share a meal with you?  How 
much do you know about the challenges that they face in their lives, challenges that are different to yours?  It isn’t 
enough just a look round the church and smile at that different coloured faces and different types of people; we are 
family, brothers and sisters in Christ, and we need to live and act like it. 

Here’s my 2nd challenge… How willing are you to cross boundaries and step out of your comfort to reach others for 
Jesus who are not yet in the church?  As churches we have very few teenagers, very few in their early 20s, very few 
single mothers, none- as far as I know- who are same-sex attracted, and very few who have come out of other faiths to 
follow Jesus.  You may think of other parts of our community that are underrepresented – and there will be many. But 
the good news of Jesus is for ALL, and we need to be bolder at crossing those boundaries so that those who don’t 
think that Jesus is interested in them, might hear of his love, receive his mercy and be brought into his glorious, varied, 
cross-cultural, international, multi-age, technicolour family. 

Grace and peace, 

Dave 



IMPORTANT STUFF – DON’T JUST GLANCE- TAKE IT ALL IN! 
URGENT NEED:  Samaritan’s Purse- who organise Operation Christmas Child- are also involved with aid work in 
Ukraine, and helping to find homes for refugees.  This Thursday at 2pm, a family of five (two sisters and 3 children) are 
arriving at Luton airport on a Ryanair flight from Lublin in Poland. A taxi has been booked to take them to Trowbridge 
where their host family live, but someone needs to meet them, take them to the welcome hub for Ukrainians, and 
then find the taxi and see them off in it.  Could YOU do this?  If so, contact Dave ASAP.  

HILARY THOMPSON:  When Hilary stepped down as church warden of St Mary’s in April, after almost 40 years, we 
arranged a special flight for her.  Weather permitting, this will take place on Thursday 4th August.  She’ll take off from 
the airstrip in Graveley and after a flight around the area will land at Old Warden at 3pm- where some friends will meet 
her for a bring and share afternoon tea.  Do come along if you’d like to join us! (You will need to pay to get in!) 
 
TIMES TO PRAY…  
Tonight at 7pm-7:30pm  This will be the penultimate service of Quiet Evening Prayer for the time being:  All welcome 
Benefice Prayer Gathering at St Nicholas: next Wednesday 27th July at 7:45-9pm 
Next Early Morning Prayer Zoom - 7am-8am Tuesday 2nd August.  Contact Dave for link 
The church will also be open for visitors and private prayer on Tuesdays from 2-4pm, Wednesdays from 12noon-2pm 
and Thursdays from 10am-12 noon  
 
CABARET EVENING AT ST NICHOLAS - The Church Wardens would like to invite you to a Church Family Evening to say 
thank you and an informal goodbye to Dave and Judy on Saturday 30th July from 7.00pm to 10ish, refreshments will be 
available or bring your own bottle - (if you would like to take part in the cabaret with a song, monologue, sketch etc 
please contact Martin Bailey who is coordinating the cabaret). We would very much like you to come along and take 
part in the evening. 
 

 

            
 

YOU CAN ALSO SIGN UP IN EITHER CHURCH FOR BOTH OF THE ABOVE EVENTS! 
 
DAVE AND JUDY’S LAST SUNDAY will be on Sunday 14th August.  On this day we will join together for a joint service at 
St Nicholas at 10:30am, after which there will be a bring and share lunch.  Please save the date and come along.   
 
READINGS FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS:  The readings for the next 2 weeks are as follows:  

           24th July: Hebrews 5:11-6:20  31st July:  Hebrews 7: 1-28  

WE STILL NEED A NEW LINK PERSON FOR BRIDGE BUILDERS: Hosting Christmas and Easter Journeys has become a 
regular part of our church life and for the last few years, Judy has been both the link person between our churches and 
Bridgebuilders and the Journey Co-ordinator to make sure the events run well.  Do you have the skills and enthusiasm 
to take on this role?  If so- please speak to Judy asap. 

REVISION OF THE ST NICHOLAS CHURCH FAMILY LIST – If you would like to remain on the Church Family List or the 
Emails/News mailing list and haven’t replied yet, please let Alison know by 20th August, making it clear which list you 
would like to be on 


