
 
Briefing 117: Wednesday 1st June, 2022.   

Dear friends, 

This coming weekend we’ll be celebrating our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - her reigning over us for 70 years!  
That’s an extraordinary achievement in its longevity, but it’s made even greater by the quality of her service 
and the quality of her character displayed over that time.  We have been blessed as a nation and as a 
commonwealth to have had such a wonderful monarch, and long may she continue to reign over us! 

But she knows, as we know too, that one day, her reign will come to an end.  That happens to every single 
monarch, King or Queen.  Except one.  This is the king our own Queen serves, King Jesus. 

Given the chaos in the world it may not look like King Jesus is reigning.  Some people would respond that if 
Jesus is reigning over the world, then he can’t be much of a King.  But it isn’t a lack of power that prevents 
the world conforming to the holiness and beauty of the Lord Jesus’ character.  Neither is it a lack of will nor 
moral goodness.  Its simply a matter of timing. 

This takes us to Jesus’ final resurrection appearance, the one we read about in Luke 24 and Acts 1.  Jesus and 
his disciples were together on a hillside outside Bethany, talking about the coming of his Kingdom, the time 
when his perfect rule will be seen over all the earth.  The disciples wanted to know if his kingdom was 
coming straight away- but Jesus told them not to worry about the timing.  His Kingdom would come in due 
time.  In the meantime, they needed to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit, and then go and be witnesses 
of all Jesus had said and done so that all people, everywhere might hear the good news. 

Having told them this, Jesus ‘was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight!’ Luke 
captures the surprise and shock of the disciples very well, but 2 angels appear to reinforce the message.  “Go 
back to Jerusalem.  Wait for the Holy Spirit. Then get busy with gospel proclamation until Jesus returns.” 

If Jesus’ first resurrection appearance gave Jesus’ disciples (and us!) great hope; Jesus’ last appearance gave 
them a mission.  It’s a mission we are called to carry on.  If we are Jesus’ disciples, we need to share Jesus’ 
message, so that when he returns, people are ready to meet him. 

For one day, Jesus will return and he will show himself to be the King the scriptures proclaim him to be, the 
one before whom every knee will bow and whom every tongue will one day confess that he is Lord of all.  On 
that day his perfect rule will be established, and death and disease, loneliness and fear, sickness, sadness 
and sin will be defeated and done away with forever.  That’s when everyone will see the kind of King Jesus is, 
and the awesome power he has.  That’s when all the kings and queens of this world, whether Sovereigns or 
Prime Ministers, Presidents, CEOs, Bishops, business leaders, parents, children, both high and low, will 
remove their own crowns and kneel before him and acknowledge him to be Lord of all. 

For those who, like our own Queen, have done that in this life, that moment will be one of wonder, love and 
praise as they meet their saviour and Lord and are welcomed into his glorious kingdom.  For those who 
haven’t, who have never come to Jesus in repentance and faith, that day will come as a terrible shock as 
they realise, far too late, their grave error.  That’s why telling people about Jesus is so important.  Our Queen 
knows that and is ready to bow before her saviour and King, Jesus.  Are you? 

Grace and peace, 

Dave 
 



IMPORTANT STUFF – DON’T JUST GLANCE- TAKE IT ALL IN! 

   

THINKING THROUGH THE CHRISTIAN FAITH: (see advert above right) 
Hope Explored and Christianity Explored courses are starting in early June, both in the Lower Parish Room at St 
Nicholas.  Trailers for the courses can be found here:  (337) Christianity Explored Official Guest Trailer - YouTube and 
here: (337) Hope Explored Trailer  - YouTube  If you are interested, please contact Dave, Mike Philip or Evelyn 
 

TIMES TO PRAY… 
Wednesdays at 7pm-7:30pm  Quiet Evening Prayer:  All welcome 
Praying for the Persecuted Church - Wednesday 8th June at 7.30 - 9.30pm at the Vicarage - with food served at 7.30 - 
8pm. Please let Dave or Judy know if you are coming to eat. 
Next Early Morning Prayer Zoom.  7am-8am Tuesday 14th June.  Contact Dave for a link 
The church will also be open for visitors and private prayer on Tuesdays from 2-4pm, Wednesdays from 12noon-2pm 
and Thursdays from 10am-12 noon  
 

URGENT NEED FOR THE UKRAINE. The Barnabas Fund has issued an urgent plea for more TINNED FOOD (that can be 
opened without a can opener), especially sardines and canned meat, packet cup-a-soup and energy bars; – please do 
bring them along to church. You can also make financial donations via the touch and give point at St Nicholas, through 
the Barnabas Fund’s website at Barnabas Fund: Hope and Aid for the Persecuted Church or by placing your gift in an 
envelope marked Barnabas Fund Ukraine and placing it in the offering. 

READINGS FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS:  The readings for the next 3 weeks are as follows:  
 5th June:  Psalm 72: 1-20 12th June:  Psalm 96:1-13 19th June:  Hebrews 1: 1-14 

NEW SONGS:  Here’s the second of the new songs some of us sang at the Bible by the Beach convention in 
Eastbourne.  It’s a fabulous song all about our confidence in Jesus and our unfailing hope in life and death.  (1) Christ 
Our Hope in Life and Death (Songwriters Edition) LIVE – Getty, Boswell, Kauflin, Papa, Merker - YouTube 
 

 

A chance to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee together! 
Why not ask your neighbours and friends to come down to 

church and enjoy the afternoon with you? 

If you can bake some scones or help with the treasure hunt      
(like the one we did at Easter) please do let us know ASAP.  

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

Men’s Breakfast on 11th June at the Standing Order, followed by a working party in 
the Vicarage Garden. 

Flower Festival at St Nicholas Church:   
17th – 19th June (see poster) 

Church Family BBQ at the Vicarage 
 for BOTH CHURCHES –  
Saturday 16th July: 4:30pm to 8pm 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HH7PbZLDcN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8AbJ2N8NAY
https://www.barnabasfund.org/gb/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvwlwL1FUEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvwlwL1FUEg

