
         Briefing 62: Wednesday 5th May, 2021. 
Dear Friends, 

Over the last 4 weeks I’ve reflected a little about the state of our church family life in terms of our buildings, our 
commitment to the Scriptures, our commitment to prayer, evangelism, discipleship, loving one another and growing 
more like Jesus. In this final reflection in this series, I want to ask this question:  do we love Jesus more now than we 
did? 

This is the one question that gets to the heart of everything else.  The question that ultimately determines our 
commitment to all of those other good things, and the real and eternal value of all those other things.   Because 
believe it or not, it is possible to have beautiful buildings, clear teaching, dynamic evangelistic and discipleship 
programs and a loving, serving community, without loving Jesus.   

Any effective community organisation, be it a wonderful brownie pack, football club, or political party can have all of 
those things.  They won’t be teaching from the Bible, they’ll have their own message to share, but apart from the 
message it might feel very much like a church.  What should set us apart, is not just the fine detail of what we do 
(Bible teaching and hymns instead of camp fire songs and practical instruction for example), but our love for and 
commitment to Jesus. 

So how warm is your heart towards your saviour?  How thrilled are you to read his Word? How humbled are you by 
his sacrifice on the cross in your place?  How much are you longing to meet him in glory?   

At the beginning of the book of Revelation, Jesus gives the apostle John messages for 7 churches. The church in 
Ephesus had endured hardship and persecution. Yet they had forsaken their 1st love. Is that true of us?  The church 
at Laodicea was worse:  Jesus told them their love was lukewarm.  They looked rich, well established, well set. No 
doubt they were busy, active, perhaps with a thriving outreach and discipleship program.  But Jesus looked at them 
and saw that they were “wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.”  They looked like a successful church, but it was a 
sham. They were busy and active, but their love for Jesus was tepid. 

Throughout Lent we spent some time in small groups and on Sundays looking at the love of Jesus for sinners and 
sufferers that flows freely from his gentle and lowly heart.  The aim of that series was to remind ourselves, again and 
again and again, just how deep and long and wide and high is the love that God has for us, and to remind ourselves 
again and again and again, of the never-ending, never stopping, never giving up nature of that love, even when we 
fail to live as we should.  Not only do those truths bring us great and lasting comfort, but the more we consider the 
love of Jesus for us, the more we will have our hearts stirred to love him in return.  The way to grow in love for God 
is to think and reflect more and more on who he is and what he has done for us.   

Sometimes our love for God wells up suddenly as the Spirit opens our eyes and touches our heart in a miraculous 
way. Let’s pray for that kind of awakening in ourselves and for one another! But for most of us, for most of the time, 
our love for God grows unspectacularly, gradually and slowly, through the daily practice of prayer and Bible reading, 
as we spend time with God, listening to him, speaking to him, confessing our sins, receiving his forgiveness, and 
coming back again and again to the cross of Jesus.  For it is at the cross that we see the true depths of God’s love for 
us. 

So do you love Jesus more now than you did a year ago, 5 years ago, 10 years ago? Is the cross more precious to you 
now than it was then? Is the hope of heaven and seeing Jesus face-to-face more precious to you now than it was 
then?   

If so, how can you keep it going? And how can we, as a church, and how can I as the Rector, help you to fan those 
flames of love and devotion? 



And if not, if you realise that your heart is cold or lukewarm, what might you do to change that? How can we as a 
church, and how can I as the Rector, help you to grow in love and devotion for Jesus who gave his all for you? 

If we truly love God and his commandments, we will want to share the gospel with others. If we truly love God we 
will want to give generously and serve willingly. And if we truly love God, we will do those things in a way which 
builds up others and brings glory to God, rather than bringing glory to ourselves. 

God has loved us in the most extraordinary way.  May we know that love, and love God passionately in return. 

Yours in Christ,     

 Dave 
IMPORTANT STUFF – DON’T JUST GLANCE- TAKE IT ALL IN! 

Friday night at St Nicks from 8pm. Bring a Bible, and join us to pray for ourselves + for the church. 

Private Prayer in St Nicholas Church THIS WEEK.  
Tuesday (4th) from 2pm-4pm, Wednesday (5th) 12noon-2pm and Thursday (6th) 10am – 12 noon. 

Next Tuesday from 7am-8am. Our regular early morning prayer meeting. Contact Mike Wilton for a link. 

 
LITTLE LAMBS – The St Nicholas mums and toddlers’ group, meeting Friday mornings from 9am-10:30am, will be 
restarting towards the end of May under the leadership of Jeannette Parker.  Jeannette would love to hear from anyone 
who’d be willing (covid restrictions permitting) to join a rota to provide refreshments.  Could you serve in this way?  If so, 
contact Jeannette on enquiries@saintnicholaschurch.org.uk  Thank you! 

PENTECOST EVE PRAISE AND PRAYER:  Saturday 22nd May from 7pm-9pm.  Weather permitting, we shall start outside 
with some sung worship then move inside for prayer for an out-pouring of the Holy Spirit upon our churches and town.  
Put the date in your diary and come and join us! 

OTHER WAYS TO SERVE IN GOD’S CHURCH FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND PRAYER. 

If God is prompting you to serve, please don’t wait to be asked - please get in touch.  There are plenty of ways your God-
given time, talents, skills and energies can be put to use in the church.  Take a look below: 

1: Catering and refreshments coordinator for St Nicholas.  We’ll soon be able to open the kitchen again – can you put 
together a team to offer refreshments after morning services, and be able to coordinate food for other events such as 
Newcomer’s Lunches, Christianity Explored courses, etc.  Is that you?  Are you willing to play a part in these? There is no 
kitchen at St Marys, but we love refreshments after services, so would you help provide these?  

2: Helpers and teachers for Sunday morning children and youth work: Be part of the team helping to teach our children 
and young people the good news of Jesus.  Patience, kindness and a DBS check required.  Parents of children- would you 
please consider serving as a helper in a different group to your children? We need people now! 

3: Evangelism Team.  We want to re-establish our team doing door-to-door visiting across the benefice, expanding it to 
include running termly enquiries courses for those investigating the Christian faith. Is God calling you to serve in this way? 

4:  We also need more welcomers and stewards (contact Karen Walker), more musicians and singers (contact Judy 
Brown) and more people to help with the audio visuals (contact Anthony Taylor, Edward Kaahwa or Paul Drakes) 
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