
         Briefing 49: Wednesday 3rd February, 2021. 
Dear friends,  

Like many of you, I seem to be spending an awful lot of my time on virtual conversations whether through Zoom or 
WhatsApp.  It’s not the same, but it is, at least, something.  This morning I spoke with 3 of my clergy friends from 
across the country, and our shared feeling was one of weariness.  I suspect we are not the only ones feeling that. But 
one thing that can alleviate that weariness and loneliness that many people are feeling is a telephone call or Zoom 
conversation or, if you feel happy to do it, a socially distanced walk with one other person.   

Although the numbers seem to be heading in the right direction, I suspect many of these restrictions we are 
currently under will still be in place for months to come. So let us not become weary in doing good. Let’s reach out in 
love and compassion to one another. Who might you be able to speak to on the phone or via the computer this 
week?  Perhaps you can commit yourself to make one call a day or one call every other day. For the person at the 
other end of the phone, it might make all the difference. 

New City Catechism Question 5: What else did God create? 
We thought about this question briefly on Sunday morning, but here’s the full answer the catechism gives: 

God created all things by his powerful Word, and all his creation was very good;                                              
everything flourished under his loving rule. 

Having finished my book about extreme mountain climbing, I’ve started an audiobook telling the story of the Apollo 
missions to put a man on the moon.  Once again, the astonishing endurance, intelligence, creativity of human beings 
comes through in almost every chapter, but so does the sheer size of space. 

Of course, the moon is pretty much next door in astronomical terms, a mere 238,856 miles from earth.  Mars, by 
comparison, is almost 34 million miles away, the Sun is 93 million miles away, and the edge of our own solar system, 
is approximately 9 billion miles from Earth. Of course, our solar system is just one small part of the Milky Way, a 
galaxy containing some 100 billion stars, and some scientists estimate that there are roughly 100 billion galaxies in 
the universe. The numbers are extraordinary. Mind boggling. Impossible to comprehend. And yet according to the 
Bible, every star, every planet, every meteorite, along with every type of life on earth, whether animal or plant or 
single cell organism, was created by the spoken, direct, command of God.  If we have our mind blown when we 
contemplate the vastness of space, how much more should our minds be blown by the power and majesty of God. 

But such knowledge should not simply cause us to go “wow,” although it certainly should cause us to praise God for 
his power and magnificence, for his creativity, majesty and might. What a God we serve!  Such knowledge should 
humble us deeply.  Psalm 8 put it this way: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set 
your glory in the heavens.… When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?” Even 
without the aid of modern telescopes or scientific discovery, the psalmist was humbled by the vastness of God’s 
creation, and that God should care for people. And yet he does. Deeply. Passionately. With a love so strong that it 
took Jesus to the cross. 

But there’s more in this question-and-answer than awe and wonder; for it reminds us that everything God made was 
very good and that in the beginning, everything flourished under God’s loving rule.  Obedience to God’s commands is 
still the way of true human flourishing. And that’s true whether we are 9 or 90, married or single, male or female, in 
work, retired or looking for a job.  The obedient life is the blessed life, because that’s how God made it. 

And as we stand in awe and wonder at his glorious creation, let us also bow our hearts before his holy Word, and 
trust that the God who made all things is a good and gracious God, who loves his children, and who knows what he’s 
doing when he tells us the right way and the best way to live. 

Yours in Christ,     Dave 



IMPORTANT STUFF – DON’T JUST GLANCE- TAKE IT ALL IN! 
COME AND PRAY TOGETHER! Next Wednesday 10th February evening we will be gathering to pray for our coming 
Cornhill Mission (see below) and Rachael and Bernie -our Crosslinks mission partners in Uganda. We will be joined by 
some of the Cornhill mission team and a representative of Crosslinks. Contact Dave for a link. 

IDENTITY COURSE on ZOOM: The course started yesterday, but it’s not too late to join in. Contact Dave for details or 
visit 
http://www.identitycourse.com/index.a
sp 

THE GOOD NEWS ON LINE CORNHILL 
MISSION: the programme is now in 
place for our on-line mission which will 
take place from 15th-21st February.  
Attached to this letter are flyers for the 
mission as a whole (this one) and for 
each individual event, so that you can 
email them to friends and family when 
you invite them along.   
 
We’ve also created a page on the St 
Nicholas website with all these flyers.  
Do, please, invite people to come along 
with you to these events. We have good 
news to share, so let us share it boldly. 

 
LENT COURSE:  The books are now in, and will be in church on Sunday for collection. Payment 
can be either in cash or cheque payable to Rev D M Brown.  I also have a few spare copies of 
both the main book (£9) and plenty of spare copies of the study guide (£1). Extra copies of the 
book can be purchased through www.10ofthose.com and other book stores. 
 
If you are not yet in a home group and would like the opportunity to discuss the chapters 
through Lent, please do let me know.  Eunice Sirkett has kindly offered to run a home group for 
Graveley church, but since we’re meeting online, you can join whichever group you like. Speak 
to me or one of our home group leaders for more details.  
 

SAD NEWS:  Angela Bainbridge, the wife of the late Rev John Bainbridge who was Rector at St Nicholas before Don 
Dowling, sadly passed away on 19th January having contracted Covid-19 in her care home.  Her daughter Ruth has 
written: "We are thankful that her passing was peaceful and comfortable and in the surroundings of the home she 
had lived in for the past 3 or so years. 

Although we grieve, we are thankful that she didn't have to suffer any longer the slow decline of the Alzheimer's 
which had been her lot for the past few years. Although her memory and ability to process information had all but 
gone, she was still the same active, loving, kind Angela up until the end. We thank God for her faith in Jesus which 
remained vital and are confident that she is now with Him for eternity."  Please keep the family in your prayers. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR PRIVATE PRAYER.  St Nicholas will be open for private prayer for 3 sessions a week: Tuesdays 
from 2 – 4pm, Wednesdays 12 noon – 2pm, and Thursdays 10am – 12 noon. Tuesday to Friday lunchtimes  

VIDEO CAMERAS AT ST NICKS.  We are trying to improve the image quality of the YouTube livestream on a Sunday 
morning and have on loan at the moment a semi-professional camcorder. We would like to try a lower cost 
alternative and believe that a Panasonic HC-V180 camcorder will work just as well. If you own a Panasonic HC-
V180 and are willing to loan it to us try it out one Sunday, please contact Dave or Paul Drakes.  

CHILDREN’S WORK ON SUNDAYS: Under tier 4 and 5, we are unable to hold separate children’s work in church.  
However, activity packs will be available to tie in with the talk and the question from the New City Catechism, so do 
bring your children along.  We love to see them and they are a treasured part of our family. 
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