
         Briefing 38: Wednesday 11th November, 2020. 

Dear friends,     

As you may have seen from the press, the Church of England’s long-awaited report entitled ‘Living in Love and Faith’ 
was published on Monday.  This is yet another report on the subject of sexuality, marriage and gender, which the 
Church of England has been unsuccessfully grappling with for many years.   

Unlike other reports which have tried to find a settled position for the church to hold, ‘Living in Love and Faith’ (LLF) 
contains a suite of resources and biblical analysis, along with personal stories and reflections, from across the 
theological spectrum of the church.  A huge amount of time, energy and money have been put into these resources, 
and the quality is clear to see. The resources include books, videos, articles, both in print and online, plus a 5-session 
study course.  The online material can be found here: https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-
faith but for an overview of both the material and the process, I’d recommend you start here:  https://www.fulcrum-
anglican.org.uk/articles/llf-for-dummies-10-faqs-about-the-church-of-englands-new-teaching-and-learning-
resources-on-identity-sexuality-relationships-and-marriage/  

I’m aware that the vast array of material will be utterly overwhelming for many of you. You might also share my 
frustration that the Church of England still seems to be considering its position on things that the Bible makes 
abundantly clear, and from which the vast proportion of Anglicans around the world, as well as Christians in most 
other denominations, have never wavered.  So you might be asking, what purpose can there be in us engaging with 
this material?  I want to suggest 4 reasons why it is good for us to do so. 

1: It will help us realise the level of hurt and pain many people feel. 

 As the press statement from the Church of England Evangelical Council (the CEEC) rightly admits, 
(http://www.ceec.info/uploads/4/4/2/7/44274161/ceec_press_release_re_llf_-_9_nov_2020.pdf ) the way many 
Christians have treated LGBT people has been shameful.  If we are to have the same love and compassion for people 
as Jesus, we need to listen to their pain and hurts, and acknowledge our own sin and prejudices, and repent of them 
where we need to do so.  I hope that our churches are places where all people, irrespective of their sexuality, can 
find a warm welcome and hear the good news of Jesus, but engaging in this process should help us do that better. 

2: It will remind us what the Bible teaches on these issues. 

Whilst some of the material will make us uncomfortable and we will certainly disagree with its interpretation of the 
Scriptures, the resources also include a clear explanation of the orthodox biblical position on marriage, sexuality and 
gender.  We may have thought through these issues before, but as long as we are wise and discerning, this process 
will serve as a good reminder to us of what we believe and why we believe it. 

3: It gives us an opportunity to contend for the truth. 

Whilst we may be convinced of the teaching of the Scriptures ourselves, spending time with people who think 
differently and, perhaps, have never heard the orthodox view, will give us an opportunity to contend for the faith.  
We need to do this gently, kindly, with grace and patience, but at a time when many in the church don’t know their 
Bibles, what a wonderful opportunity for us to sit with our Bibles open and to talk with others about what it says. 

4: It will help us share the good news of Jesus with others. 

As we will discover, disagreements around human sexuality are based on deep divisions about the reliability of the 
Bible, the unchanging nature of God, and the power of the gospel to change lives and bring true life to all who come 
to Jesus.  Thinking through these bigger issues in the context of LLF will help us better understand Christians from 
other parts of the church, but it will also help us in our witnessing to people outside the church, who have similar 
worldviews.   

Over the next few months our PCCs and Stevenage Deanery, will be reflecting on how best we can use these 
resources in our own context, but there will be many opportunities to get involved with this process and I want to 
encourage all of you to engage with this issue and these resources.  For better or worse, the issue of human 
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sexuality, marriage and gender is the hot button issue in our culture today, and it is vital that as Christians we are 
able to answer their questions and point people to Jesus.  This process gives us a chance to get better at that whilst 
at the same time contending for the faith once and for all delivered to the saints. 

What happens after this period of discussion and reflection is, as the Fulcrum article makes clear, anybody’s guess. 
Will it lead to a change in doctrine and split in the Anglican Church?  Or will it lead to yet more discussions and 
debates over the coming years.  Only the Lord knows the future, but our role, as always, is to keep our eyes fixed on 
God, to keep trusting his word, and then seeking, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to live out our discipleship in love 
and faith so that the world sees the beauty of Jesus. 

Do email me if you have any questions or comments, and if you’d like to read further on the subject, I’m happy to 
recommend some excellent books, including some fabulous biographies, many which are available as audio books.   

There will be a further update on Friday.  Until then, may God bless you and your families. 

Yours in Christ,     

Dave 
IMPORTANT STUFF – DON’T JUST GLANCE- TAKE IT ALL IN! 

A REMINDER: Our Sunday service for the benefice will be broadcast live on YouTube at 10 AM on Sunday morning. If 
you haven’t done so already, you might find it helpful to subscribe to our YouTube channel which you can find here: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzRGAaIRTsJuKFRBvkLjAtQ this week, our focus will be Matthew 13:24 – 43.   

HOME GROUPS: Not in a home group? Want some extra Christian Fellowship?  Join the group meeting on Monday 
evenings at 7:30pm.  We will be working through the New City Catechism (questions and answers that give us a 
foundation for our Christian faith), praying together, and reflecting on the Sunday sermon. We meet on Zoom, so do 
email Dave if you’d like to join in.  There is lots of room! 

PRAY WITH US! Next Wednesday evening we’ll be praying again via ZOOM from 7:45-9pm. As we heard last Sunday, 
it is only the Lord who can open the eyes of the spiritually blind, so let’s put aside some time to pray for the work 
and witness of the church in our benefice, across the country and around the world.  Contact Dave on for a link. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:  The lockdown has meant a delay to the collection of shoeboxes, but once the 
lockdown has been lifted, there will be a lot to do and Stuart will be looking for volunteers to man the church and 
welcome the boxes in from 5th-14th December, 10am-4pm.  In the meantime, why not pack a box online without 
visiting the shop, or start to put your own box together. Details of all those things are below. 

· To watch the inspiring video again see here:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5VVDymhGr4  
· To volunteer to help with receiving boxes at the Church contact Stuart on 

enquiries@saintnicholaschurch.org.uk   
· To find out what you can and can’t put in your boxes: click here: https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-

we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox/  
· To pack a box online without visiting a shop, click here:  https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/  

There are still plenty of flat-pack boxes and leaflets available in both churches- do remember to collect one if you’d 
like to.  There will also be some leaflets if you struggle to make the links work. 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL:  In recent years we’ve made use of Speak Life’s Christmas videos to spread the gospel message.  
This year they are putting a new animation together and are looking for funds to complete the project.  More 
information and a quick taster of the project can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeYcPcDGD34  

CHRISTMAS CAROLS:  we may not be able to sing in church at Christmas – but we can sing outside, socially distanced 
of course!  So far there are opportunities to do some carol singing at the St Nicholas Shops on 5 December between 
11am-12noon, and in the courtyard at Pine Lodge care home on Wednesday, 23 December at 3pm.  There will be 
other opportunities as well, so watch out for announcements, put the dates and times in your diary, and come 
along! 
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