
         Briefing 37: Tuesday 3rd November, 2020. 

Dear friends,     

This time last week we were talking in our parishes about our plans for Christmas and for launching an in-person 
Bible study group in church. Sadly, following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Saturday evening, our Christmas 
plans are on hold and the in-person group will be put back until at least the start of 2021. 

As I write, we are still waiting for details to be released as to exactly what we can do in church.  We know we won’t 
be able to hold services, but we are hoping we will be able to live stream from St Nicholas at 10am on Sunday 
morning, with live music and a live sermon.  That would be far easier for us than recording services as we did during 
the 1st lockdown. However, if we need to go down that route, then of course we will, but please do pray that the 
government might be generous when confirming the fine details of the arrangements for churches. 

Whatever happens, we will let you know on Friday how you can access Sunday’s service. So do watch out for that 
email.  Our service on Sunday will include an act of remembrance and a video interview with Rachel and Bernie 
Muluuta in Kampala, Uganda. 

To take advantage of the lockdown not starting until Thursday morning, we have 2 extra services this Wednesday.  
At 12 noon there will be a service for those who are shielding or vulnerable.  Numbers at this service will be limited 
to 20 so we can have double distancing, and at the time of writing there are still 14 places left.  Please email me if 
you’d like to come along. 

For everyone else, you are invited to join us for a service at 7:30 PM on Wednesday evening. This will include sharing 
the Lord’s supper together.  To book into that service, please click on this link:   https://forms.gle/e9sJTb7jfvPKV2Li6 

At times of constant change it’s very easy to become disoriented and to lose our sense of perspective.  When 
everything is changing it’s easy to imagine that God also is subject to change, and that He also cannot be relied on.  
But we know that isn’t true.  The Lord does not change, and will not change.  So his promises will always prove 
reliable, and his love can endure for ever.   

However you are feeling at the moment, let me encourage you to fix your eyes firmly on the Lord Jesus, who is ‘the 
same yesterday, today and forever’ (Hebrews 13:8).  We’ll be thinking more on that subject, and how we can stand 
firm through difficult times, on Wednesday, and I do hope that many of you will be able to come along for what will 
be our last physical gatherings for over a month. 

In the meantime, our home groups will continue online, we will meet to pray at 7am each Tuesday morning on 
zoom, and in 2 weeks’ time (Wednesday 18th at 7:30pm) we will have an evening prayer gathering on the same 
platform.  Why not book that time in your diary now? 

And as we said during the last lockdown, whilst we can’t meet in person, we can still show love and care for one 
another by picking up the telephone, by sending an email or text, by writing a letter, or, if the weather looks good, 
going out with one other person for a walk, a chat and perhaps a prayer.  By doing those things, we can encourage 
one another to stand firm and to keep going.   

There will be a further update on Friday.  Until then, may God bless you and your families. 

Yours in Christ,     

Dave 

 

 

https://forms.gle/e9sJTb7jfvPKV2Li6


IMPORTANT STUFF – DON’T JUST GLANCE- TAKE IT ALL IN! 
PRAY WITH US! Next Tuesday morning we’ll be praying again via ZOOM from 7am-8am.   Contact Dave on for a link. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:  The lockdown has meant a delay to the collection of shoeboxes, but once the 
lockdown has been lifted, there will be a lot to do and Stuart will be looking for volunteers to man the church and 
welcome the boxes in.  In the meantime, why not pack a box online without visiting the shop, or start to put your 
own boxes together. There’s more time now! Details of all those things are below. 

· To watch the inspiring video again see here:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5VVDymhGr4  
· To volunteer to help with receiving boxes at the Church contact Stuart on stuart.j.marshall@ntlworld.com  
· To find out what you can and can’t put in your boxes: click here: https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-

we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox/  
· To pack a box online without visiting a shop, click here:  https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/  

There are still some flat-pack boxes and leaflets available in both churches- do remember to collect one if you’d like 
to.  There will also be some leaflets if you struggle to make the links work. 

LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOPS: as we move into a new lockdown, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have 
written a letter to clergy and churches across the country. You can read it here: 
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/news/latest-news/letter-archbishops-canterbury-and-york-church-
england-bishops  

HERE WE STAND!  PODCASTS ON THE REFORMATION:  Originally produced for the 500th anniversary of Luther’s 95 
theses being nailed to the door of Wittenberg Castle, this set of 31 short podcasts will walk you 31 key people 
involved in the Reformation.  Available through this link or from your podcast provider, these short engaging 
podcasts are a great way to grasp some of our history as Christians. https://tunein.com/podcasts/Religion--
Spirituality-Podcasts/Here-We-Stand-p1037219/ 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL:  In recent years we’ve made use of Speak Life’s Christmas videos to spread the gospel message.  
This year they are putting a new animation together and are looking for funds to complete the project.  More 
information and a quick taster of the project can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeYcPcDGD34  
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