
         Briefing 36: Wednesday 28th October, 2020. 

Dear friends,    SOME THOUGHTS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THE REFORMATION 

One of the things which attracted me to the Anglican Church, and that indeed keeps me here, is the fact that the 
official doctrine of the Church of England is utterly orthodox in its understanding of God, human nature, the identity 
and work of Jesus and the means of salvation.  To that end, at my ordination I had to publicly acknowledge that I 
believed that the Christian faith is that which is ‘revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds 
and to which the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness’.  Canon C 15.1(1).   

That the Christian faith is explained in the Bible should not be at all controversial. Our understanding of God comes 
from his self-revelation of himself in the Bible. Our understanding of ourselves comes from the Bible. Our 
understanding of who Jesus is, of all he came to do, and what it means to be saved from our sin through faith in 
Jesus, all come from the Bible.  So when people reject the Bible and what it clearly teaches, whilst they may still 
have a faith, it would be wrong to call it Christian in any meaningful sense.  

As Canon C15.1 says above, the Church of England also believes that the Christian faith has been faithfully set forth 
in the catholic creeds and its historic formularies (those are the Book of Common Prayer and the Ordinal, which 
gives the pattern for ordaining deacons and priests).  Leaving the historic formularies to one side, the catholic 
creeds are the Apostle’s Creed, the Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed.  Those 3 creeds, all composed within 
a few centuries after Christ, were written to summarise core Christian doctrine so it could be taught effectively to 
new believers, but also that heresy, that is false doctrine, could be identified and effectively countered.   

With such a clear set of doctrines set out in the creeds and a firm belief in the Scriptures, it’s hard to imagine how 
the church would ever have gone astray. Hard to imagine, that is, until you read the Bible! Even in the early church 
controversies arose over doctrine: the disagreement over whether Gentile believers had to be circumcised and 
whether there would even be a physical resurrection, were just two controversies that come up in the New 
Testament.  What’s interesting, however, is how those disagreements were solved. They were solved by going 
back to the Scriptures and the teachings of Jesus.  If the apostles of the time had looked to Jewish or Greek or 
Roman culture for answers, they would have come up with very different solutions, but they didn’t. They went to 
the Old Testament Scriptures and the teachings of Jesus to make sure they were sure of the truth. 

Because human nature is sinful, throughout the centuries, the church has had to do that time and time again. 500 
years ago the church in Europe was in a terrible state.  The authority of Scripture had been superseded by the 
authority of the Pope and church councils, and many false doctrines and wicked practices had taken root in the 
church.  And what made the situation far bleaker, was that ordinary people did not have access to the Bible. The 
Bible was in Latin or Greek, and very few people spoke either of those 2 languages.  So bishops and ministers could 
preach whatever they liked, without anyone knowing that they weren’t teaching the truth. 

But by God’s grace and mercy, men like Martin Luther, John Calvin, William Tyndale and many others, stood up 
against this corrupted version of Christianity, taught the truth of the Bible and helped put the Scriptures into the 
common languages of Europe. Finally, people could read for themselves the truth about God and his wonderful 
mercy for lost sinners, and a time of Christian Reformation swept through Europe, and out to the world. 

Sadly, large parts of the church, including many within the Church of England, have now moved away from the 
truths of God revealed in the Scriptures and summarised in the historic creeds.  Against a cultural tsunami which 
now sees Christian truths as not just unpopular but perhaps as even wicked and destructive, many in the church 
have simply given in and now preach a very different god and offer a very different gospel.  But whilst this may be 
popular with the masses and the liberal media, this god is not real, and this gospel cannot save.  

Just as God does not change, so his truth does not change.  And if we are to be honest when we call ourselves 
Christians, we must believe the truth once and for all delivered to the saints (See Jude v3).  Wonderfully, for 
centuries now we have had the Bible in our language, so let’s make sure we know the truth, believe the truth, and 
proclaim the truth.  And let’s pray for a new time of reformation in God’s church. 



IMPORTANT STUFF – DON’T JUST GLANCE- TAKE IT ALL IN! 
PRAY WITH US! Next Tuesday morning we’ll be praying again via ZOOM from 7am-8am.   Contact Dave on for a link. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:  There’s not long to go now so here is all you need to know. 

· To watch the inspiring video again see here:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5VVDymhGr4  
· To volunteer to help with receiving boxes at the Church between 11 and 3 on 12th and 16th-18th November  

 contact Stuart on stuart.j.marshall@ntlworld.com  
· To find out what you can and can’t put in your boxes: click here: https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-

we-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox/  
· To pack a box online without visiting a shop, click here:  https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/  

There are still some flat-pack boxes available in both churches- do remember to collect one if you’d like to.  There 
will also be some leaflets if you struggle to make the links work. 

IN-PERSON BIBLE-STUDY GROUP:  To complement our existing home groups, all of which are meeting on line, from 
Monday 9th November I’ll be running a fortnightly Bible study group in church, starting at 7:30pm.  After some 
central input, those coming will meet in groups of no more than 6 (socially distanced) for further study and 
discussion.  If you’d like to join that group, please email me.  If you’d be interested in joining a daytime group, 
following the same format, please email me too.  Depending on numbers we may run both.  And if you’d like to join 
an on-line group, please get in touch with me as well, and I’ll pass your details to one of the group leaders.  This is all, 
of course, available to folks from BOTH CHURCHES!! 

SERVICE FOR THOSE SHIELDING: As announced on Sunday, there will be a service for those shielding on Wednesday 
4th November at 7pm.  It will be limited to 20 people, with double distancing in place.  If you are shielding and would 
like to come, please call or email Dave.  If there is a good enough response, we will continue to run such a service 
every fortnight.  I’m also happy to consider holding the next service (or even rearranging this one) over a lunchtime, 
if that would make it easier for people to attend. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION: Last Sunday at St Nicholas we trialled a new style of distributing communion which 
we hoped would allow that part of the service to be more prayerful.  We’d love to have your thoughts.  

RACHEL AND BERNIE MULUUTA IN UGANDA- our Crosslinks mission partners: We’re trying to set up a video 
interview for Sunday, but in the meantime, please find attached their latest 2 prayer letters. 

HERE WE STAND!  PODCASTS ON THE REFORMATION:  Originally produced for the 500th anniversary of Luther’s 95 
theses being nailed to the door of Wittenberg Castle, this set of 31 short podcasts will walk you through 31 key 
people involved in the Reformation.  Available through this link or from your podcast provider, these short engaging 
podcasts are a great way to grasp some of our history as Christians. https://tunein.com/podcasts/Religion--
Spirituality-Podcasts/Here-We-Stand-p1037219/ 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL:  In recent years we’ve made use of Speak Life’s Christmas videos to spread the gospel message.  
This year they are putting a new animation together and are looking for funds to complete the project.  More 
information and a quick taster of the project can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeYcPcDGD34  

THIS SUNDAY’S SERVICES: The 9:30am service at St Nicholas will be a service of the Word whilst the service at St 
Mary’s Graveley at 11:30am, will include sharing the LORD’s Supper.  The talks this week will focus on the religious 
leader’s demand cry for a sign to prove who Jesus is, and Jesus’ response that his sign would be the ‘sign of Jonah’.  
The main reading will be Matthew 12:38-50.  Why not read it before you come.    

If you are yet to book in, you can do so here: https://forms.gle/7fDFhxmYeooNtvtaA  If you’re not able to make it, do 
make sure you join us either live on Facebook or catch up later.  

There will be a further short update on Friday.  Until then, may God bless you and your families. 

Yours in Christ,     

Dave  
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