
WELCOME to St Nicholas Church!  
Whatever your reason for visiting us today, we hope you enjoy your 

time in this ancient and beautiful church.  The aim of this brief guide is 
to introduce you to the church and its history, and guide you around 

what we think are the TOP TEN things to see in our church.   
 

At the same time, we also want to point you to the God who is revealed 
in the Bible and who has been worshipped here for almost 1000 years.  

St Nicholas Church Stevenage 
TOP 10 GUIDE 
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KEY TO PLAN:  1: The Font   2: The Staircase     

3: Gospel Window 4: The Reredos    5: Ancient Graffiti    

6: Tombstones + Monuments    7: The Wooden Screens 

8: The Brass Eagle   9: The Organ  10: Church Mice (get looking!) 

11: The Miserichords 12: Oldest Window 



A bit of history to get you started...  

As you walked up the path you no doubt 
noticed that this is a very ancient church.    
St Nicholas church was built in what was 
once the heart of the village of Stevenage, 
and there has been a church here for over 
900 years. 

The stone tower, some 16m high, is the     
oldest part of the current building, dating to 
the early 12th century.  The spire which   
doubles the height  wasnõt added until 1500.   In between those dates the 
main nave and chancel were added and modified to  include the     
clerestory windows (the ones high in the church just under the roof). 

Like most churches across the country, the Reformation brought a huge 
change to church decor.  In medieval times the church would have been 
painted, at least in part, in bright and vivid  colours and the church     
layout would have reflected a different theology from the one the 
Church of England holds today.  But look hard enough and youõll see  
elements of the distant past as well as evidence of more recent changes. 

The Victorian era brought the organ (1884), the restored rood screen and 
almost certainly the first pewsñalthough the ones we have now come 
from the 1960s.  The Parish Room, which now houses the kitchen and 
ground floor toilet, was also added around the turn of the last century. 

As the history of the building demonstrates, each generation has          
introduced changes to take advantage of technological advances, in 
heating and lighting for  example, or by adopting cultural changes in  
areas like music and presentational styles.  That continued in our day, 
and in 2020 we completed a major reordering of the building.  Youõll 
find details of these changes, and some of the discoveries we made on the 
way, towards the back of this guidebook. 

But all of these modifications have been done with the unchanging goal 
of proclaiming the same eternal truths in the same eternal God.  And  as 
long as there is a vibrant worshipping community here those changes will 
continue.   

Enjoy your visit, and do come back to see us again soon. 



THE FONT: Made out of     

Purbeck marble, the font dates 

from the 13th century. If you 

look very closely you will see 
some remnants of the bright  

colours with which the cover 

would once have been 

adorned.  

You might also notice that the 

font cover has been made to 
look like the church spire.        

Although it is very old, the font 
is still used for baptisms today.   

What is baptism?   

Baptism is often seen as a time people 
begin their ôjourney in faith,õ but the 
baptism   service is really a service of 
promises and  declarations.    

The water is not special, it comes from 
the kitchen, and it does not make     
anyone a Christian.  Instead the water 
serves as a reminder of the washing 
away of sin and guilt which God offers 
to all who trust in Jesus and come to 
him in  repentance and faith. 



THE STAIRCASE in the bell tower is 

one of the  oldest in Hertfordshire 

and dates back to the late 14th    

century.  These stairs were recently 
dendro-dated and you can read 

about that process and the findings 

elsewhere in the church.  

Two floors above you hang 8 bells 

which ring out the call to worship 

each  Sunday and for weddings.   

Are there stairs in the Bible?                 
Absolutely! For example, in the Old           
Testament Jacob saw angels ascending and 
descending from Heaven to earth.   

But itõs not just the lady in the Led  Zeppelin 
song who thinks they can buy a stairway to 
heaven.  Many people believe that we work 
our way up to God by doing good deeds.  

But the Bible teaches that our access to God 
and eternal life in Heaven is not about our 
climbing upwards to God but about putting 
our trust in Jesus, Godõs Son, who came down 
to us.  To find out more about his life, walk to 
the front of the church past the  communion 
table, and look at the stunning stained glass 
window. 



THE GOSPEL WINDOW: The accounts of  Jesusõ life are, of course, 
found in the 4 gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The window, 

which dates to 1841, shows each writer with his symbol: an angel for    

Matthew, a lion for Mark, a griffin for Luke and an eagle for John.   

These four accounts of Jesusõ life made it into the book we call the Bible 

because the men who wrote them were either eyewitnesses of all that  

Jesus did and said, or used eyewitnesses as their source.  All four gospels 
were all written well within living memory of many who saw and heard 

Jesus, so that we can be sure they tell us the truth. The word gospel       
actually means ôgood news!õ And that it is what it is!   

Good news?  As you look beneath to the reredos and see some scenes 
depicting some of what Jesus did and said, I hope youõll start to see why... 



THE REREDOS dates from 1915 but the story it tells is 2000 years old.  

The first panel shows part of the Christmas story as the infant Jesus with his 

mother Mary receives the gifts from the wise men.  The verse underneath 

from John 1:4 explains that Jesus is God come to earth as a man.   

The middle panel depicts the reason for his coming - not simply as a great 

teacher - but 'to give his life as a ransom for many.' The words               

underneath  are words of Jesus speaking of his death (being lifted up) and 

its purpose (to draw men back into a relationship with God again)   

The final panel shows one of Jesus most beloved parables- that of the 

good shepherdñwho willingly lays down his life for his sheep and knows 

them by name.  As a consequence we who are those lost sheep, can also 
know God through faith in Christ.   

 

Read more...  
You might want to pick 
up a free booklet or a 
copy of one of the        
gospels, to help you 
think more about this 
message and how it    
applies to you today.  
These are available by 
the entrance. 



ANCIENT GRAFFITI:   
Turn around and walk towards the 

rear of the church again and step 

into the musicians area on your 
right.  In this space - formerly 

known as the Lady Chapelñyou 

will find some wonderful examples 

of medieval graffiti.  Graffiti would 
have been frowned on then- as it is 

today- but these ancient scribbles 

show how people tried to grapple 
with issues of faith when words 

weren't always easy to find.   

As you continue around the church 

youõll see other examples of         

ancient graffiti on many of the   
other pillars.  Just look for the panels 

which havenõt been painted! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Words donõt come easy... If that's you, why not pause here for a 
while and sit in silence.  Cast your mind back to the scenes on the      
reredos from Jesusõ life, and ask that Jesus, the Good Shepherd ,would 
seek and find you. 



TOMBSTONES AND MONUMENTS:   
Around the church you will also see a number 

of tombstones or memorials- some laid into 

the floor and others fixed to the wall.  Whilst 
they are all interesting in their own way, two 

are of particular note. 

Monument Effigy in the Lady Chapel...  

The  identity of the lady whose broken effigy is 
found in the side chapel is unknown, but  

judging by her clothes she probably lived at 

the time of Edward I (1272-1307).  For many 
years this 

monument was placed face down in the 

church and was used as a step in the 
south aisle until it was discovered in 1824.  

More details about her can be found on 

the plaque on the wallñdo have a read! 

 The Whittington slabs.  

The two slabs in the south aisle are 

monuments to some of the           

descendants of Dick Whittington, 
the 1st Lord Mayor of London.   

Life is short...  

Monuments l ike these are           
reminders that however rich or  
famous we are, we are all  mortal 
and one day we too will die.   

But the Bible teaches that this is 
not the end and that there is life 
after death.  What that eternity 
will be like depends, according to 
Jesus, on what we make of him, 
not what kind of memorial (stone 
or otherwise) we leave behind. 



WOODEN SCREENS:  

As you left the Lady Chapel you walked through a wooden screen that 

dates from the 1960s but the others are  ancient: well over 500 years old. 

Look closely at the central screen you will see that it has been extensively  

repaired.  Although it may have been built for this church it was probably 

removed during the Reformation, a time when the church put aside many 

false practices and re-discovered the true teachings of the Bible.   

For many years the screen was left in a hay loft before being restored to the 

church in the mid 1800s.  Since then it has been placed in various positions,  

Some things never change... Church buildings do and must change 
- but the Christian message of Godõs love revealed to us in Jesus and 
eternal life being found only in His name remains the same.  That's why 
the Bible is the foundation of the Christian faith and so vital in the life 
of the Church and the Christian.  It's here we read of God's actions, 
commands, character and promises and how we should relate to him. 


