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Summary 

Between January and November 2019 KDK Archaeology Ltd undertook a programme of Observation 
and Recording of St Nicholas, Rectory Lane, Stevenage, Hertfordshire as part of the reconfiguration of 
the church interior. The church is Grade I listed and dates from c.1125. Extensive alterations were 
undertaken in the 1840s and again in the early 20th century, which along with the medieval 
enlargement of the aisles and chancel, resulted in the relocation of a number of burials and ledger 
slabs. In total 22 individual burials were observed during the ground reduction, and 10 groups of 
disarticulated remains were revealed, predominantly in the south transept, which was added in 1841 
and the north and south aisles. At least two of the burials are of former rectors, one of which was 
revealed beneath the oldest ledger slab in the church dating from the very early 14th century and 
thought to be Gerald de Stanton (d.1314). One individual, whose skull was discovered behind the 
altar, had suffered severe head wounds, whilst another had a remarkable set of well-kept teeth.  
 
Five burial chambers were partially exposed, two of which were not directly beneath ledger slabs as 
they had been moved during one of the earlier building programmes. A row of vaults beneath the line 
of ledger slabs in the north aisle had previously remained undisturbed, and a stair access was revealed 
at the western end during the current building programme. This was cleared and became the 
repository for the remains that had to be relocated. 
 
The duct and brick base for an earlier heating system were revealed at the east end of the south aisle 
and 3 other features showing heat affected fills that are thought to be either braziers or associated 
with the building of the vaults were found at the west end of the building. 
 
External works were limited to a single test pit against the east wall of the south transept, which 
revealed only the foundations of the wall and the associated ground disturbance.  

 
1 Introduction 

1.1 Between January and November 2019 KDK Archaeology Ltd undertook a programme of 
Observation and Recording of St Nicholas, Rectory Lane, Stevenage, Hertfordshire.  The 
project was commissioned by the Rector and churchwardens of St Nicholas Church, and was 
carried out according to a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by KDK (Bradford 2019), 
and approved by the Archaeological Advisor to the Diocese of St Albans. 

 

1.2 Planning Background 

This project has been required under the terms of the Faculty 0686 granted by the Diocese of 
St Albans to undertake the reconfiguration of the interior of the building, including the 
installation of underfloor heating and the relocation of the screens. 

 
1.3 The Site   

Location  

St Nicholas church is in the town and civil parish of Stevenage, and the administrative district 
of Stevenage Borough Council. It is centred on the National Grid Reference (NGR) TL 24074 
26207 (Fig. 1). 

Description 

St Nicholas is a Grade I listed building, ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ΨaƻƻƴƘƛƭƭΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ5ƻƳƛƴƛŎ 
/ƻǘǘŀƎŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōƻǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ LL ƭƛǎǘŜŘ (Fig. 2). It is described as 
in its listing as (NHLE 1176923): 
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C12; circa 1125, West tower nave. Aisles added C13, circa 1230, Aisles widened and C12 
chancel rebuilt circa 1330. C15 nave clerestory, nave and chancel roofs aisle arcades rebuilt on 
existing columns, towers and angle buttresses, spire (lead renewed 1899). North east vestry 
South transept and south porch 1841. south aisle enlarged 1912-14. Early C13 font, late C14 
or early C15 choir stalls with misericords, restored C15 rood screen, finely carved with foliated 
pinnacles, cusped ogee arches, piscina and sedilia. Late C13 stone effigy of lady and 2 
attendants. Carved marble wall monument to Charles Gibbon, 1771. Well-designed black and 
white marble Turner wall monument, 1844. 

Development 
 
The proposed alterations include the addition of a first floor above the current parish meeting 
room, the removal and replacement of the floor in the nave, the relocation of three screens 
and the addition of another screen and a set of folding glazed doors (Fig. 3). The relocation of 
two of the screens was, however, revised as a result of which a third screen was no longer 
necessary.   
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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 

 
  

Site 
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Figure 2:  Site location (scale 1:1250) 
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Figure 3:  Development plan (not to scale) 
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

The aims of this project were: 

¶ To establish the date, nature and extent of activity within the building 
 

2.2 Methods 

The methods used were as follows: 

¶ The ledger slabs were recorded prior to the removal of the floor. 

¶ All groundworks that were likely to have an impact on archaeological deposits were 
done under archaeological supervision. 

¶ The dismantling of the chancel screen was monitored. 

It should be noted that the heating system was rerouted to avoid the burial vaults, which as a 
result were left entirely intact. However, it was only possible to leave three burials in situ (SK1, 
SK16 & SK17) because of the depth of the ground reduction needed to accommodate the new 
heating system. All the remains that had to be removed were re-interred within the church. 

The depth at which human remains were encountered varied from 0.20m to 0.74 below 
ground level (BGL). Examples of both extremes were found within c.4m of each other beneath 
ledger slabs LS9 and LS10 in the nave and chancel where there was only a 4cm difference in 
the floor level.  Given that the floor in the chancel had been reduced by approximately 1m in 
the early 20th century, SK16 & 17 would have been buried at some considerable depth, but 
SK1, whose burial would have been within the nave was always shallow.  
 
The greatest difference in burial depth was in the 19th century south transept where they 
ranged from 0.30 ς 0.60m below ground level. The density of burials here and the varied 
depth is typical of burials within a churchyard, which is where these individuals would have 
originally been interred.    
 
Most of the burials were revealed at a depth of 0.40-0.50m BGL.  Amongst these were two 
children, both revealed at a depth of 0.40m BGL, one within the chancel and the other in the 
Lady Chapel. 
 
Various groups of disarticulated remains were discovered at various depths within the church, 
the shallowest being at c.0.20m BGL.  
 

2.3 Standards 

The work conformed to the following requirements: 

¶ The relevant sections of the Chartered Institute for ArchaeƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ Standard & 
Guidance Notes (CIfA 2014)   

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ  Code of Conduct (CIfA 2014) 

¶ Current English Heritage guidelines (HE 2015, EH 2008) 

¶ The Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of England Region 
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 2003) 
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3 Archaeological & Historical Background 

3.1 The following section has been compiled using information from the Victoria County History, 
The Royal Commission for the Historic Monuments of England and a Heritage Statement 
prepared in 2018 by Artemis Heritage. 

3.2 The earliest part of the existing church is the Romanesque tower, which has fabric dating to 
the first half of the 12th century.  

In the early 13th century the nave was rebuilt and north and south aisles added. The current 
font also dates from the 13th century. The aisles were widened c.1330 probably at the same 
time that the present chancel with its north and south chapels was rebuilt (RCHME). The 
chapel to the south of the chancel is thought to pre-ŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ όhΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ ϧ 
Coulter 2018: 8). 

Throughout the 14th century the church underwent a substantial rebuilding program including 
widening the aisles to their present size, the installation of the current tower staircase and the 
construction of the chancel and western parclose screens (ibid).  

In the 15th century the church was re-roofed and partially refenestrated in the Perpendicular 
style. The west screen into the south chapel; the two eastern parclose screens, and the 
remains of the medieval font cover have been dated to c1440 (ibid). 

Large scale restoration works including the construction of the south transept and a new, 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴŜŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǾŜǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-east corner of the church, the replacement of the 
pews and the lowering of the chancel floor took place in the 19th century under the Reverend 
George Blomfield. The work was carried out between 1841-1844 at the total cost of 
£1,079.4s.6d with £300+ for pews, flooring and roof, £200+ for transept and windows, £160+ 
for internal and external rendering, and £150+ for the glazing. The original organ was also 
replaced and the arrangement of the choir were changed. Between 1874 and 1906 the 
medieval screens and stalls were moved around internally several times (ibid). 

aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ {ƛǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ bƛŎƘƻƭǎon in 
the first half of the 20th century. He prioritised the repair of the roof and the restoration of the 
pews, floors and other items that had been water damaged, as well as the installation of a 
heating system. He returned the screens and stalls to their possible original positions and 
ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
an extended period of time, spreading into the interwar years. Albert Richardson undertook 
minor improvements during the 1930s, including the installation of a new pulpit and 
communion railΦ Lƴ мфтт bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ transept was converted into a parish room and later the 
organ was relocated back into the south chancel (ibid). 
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4 Results 

Introduction 

The archaeological works commenced with the inspection of a service trench to the east of 
the south porch. This was followed by the recording of the ledger slabs within the church 
before the development works commenced inside the building (Appendix 2). In total 26 site 
visits were undertaken between July and November 2019, including monitoring the 
dismantling of the chancel screen and the analysis of the last human remains discovered 
during the ground works. 
 
External Groundworks 

A test pit that measured 0.48 x 0.59m was excavated to the east of the south transept within 
an area of highly disturbed ground (Fig. 4; Plates 1-2). This was particularly evident in the 
north facing section, where the disturbed ground (29) overlay 0.08m of chalk (029). The east 
facing section consisted of two courses of brick above 0.18m of clay (Fig. 5). The brickwork 
was part of the foundation for the transept, and the small area that was revealed suggested 
that this was in English Bond. The wall above ground level was rendered. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 4: Location of the test pit (scale as shown) 
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Figure 5: External test pit sections (scale 1:20) 
 
 

 

Plate 1:  External test pit (NB arrow is pointed south) 

 

Plate 2:  External test pit detail (NB arrow is pointed 
south) 

Internal Groundworks 

The ground reduction within the church was initially some 200mm, which revealed some of 
the early 20th century heating ducts. Some were lined with Fletton bricks and had a concrete 
floor and were 0.45m wide (Plate 48). That along the north wall, was a simple cut, some 
0.35m wide. The service ducts were re-used and were widened and deepened as required. 
The service trench that ran north-south in front of the chancel screen was widened to 0.70m 
and excavated to a depth of 0.70m. The trench in the south aisle, which was originally 0.72m 
wide, was made 0.90m wide and 0.92m deep. That along the west wall was, in contrast only 
0.59m deep. A second stage of ground reduction was undertaken to reach the levels required 
for the new heating system.  
 
Two test pits were excavated in the corners of the south transept to assess the foundations, 
which were 0.40m deep, prior to the excavation of three east-west aligned trenches, c.0.50-
0.60m wide and between 0.45 and 0.56m deep.  
 
Most of the natural geology was chalk, but there were patches of firm orange/brown clay with 
flint and chalk inclusions, particularly on the northern side of the church.  
 
The archaeological features revealed during these works are shown in Figure 6. 
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Description 
 
Ledger Slabs 
 
There were 16 ledger slabs within the church of which seven were in the north aisle, two in 
the nave, one in the chancel, two in the sanctuary, three in the south aisle and one partially 
beneath the organ at the eastern end of the south aisle (Fig. 6; Plates 104-119). The earliest 
(LS10) lay beneath the chancel screen and was therefore partially within the nave and partially 
within the chancel (Plate 113). Given that this slab is said to commemorate Gerald de 
Standon, who was the Rector of St. Nicholas from 1276 until 1314 (NADFAS 2009), the 
location was most appropriate. It became clear during the monitoring visits that a number of 
ǎƭŀōǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ DŜǊŀƭŘ ŘŜ {ǘŀƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƭŀōΣ ŦƻǊ 
example, was replaced incorrectly and the head and shoulders were exposed during the 
ground reduction whilst the remainder of the burial lay beneath the ledger slab. The ledger 
slab commemorating George and Alice Crouch, Benjamin and Mary Kingman and the Kingman 
children (SL11) was relocated to the south of their burial vault to align with the nave and, 
presumably, not to encroach on the wooden flooring (Plate 114). In contrast, the slabs in the 
north aisle appear to have been left in place (Plates 83-84; 105-106). Ledger slab 14, 
dedicated to Mrs Anne Wilson (d. 1818) is partially located beneath the organ, but the 
inscription in the lower half of the slab reads Under this stone is the Entrance to Vault (Plate 
118). As this part of the church was not impacted by the development, it is uncertain whether 
this is in its original location, or whether it could have been moved eastwards along the south 
aisle. This is of particular interest as a burial vault (BV05) was discovered immediately to the 
west of this slab and east of LS16. Which slab the vault was associated with remains enigmatic 
(see below). During this development in 2019/20 all except one of the ledger stones were left 
in place. Ledger Slab 15 was relocated to the eastern end of the north aisle on the stone dais 
which is paved with reused stone. 
 
There are inevitably stylistic variations according to the personal taste and wealth of the 
purchaser and the fashions of the day. Of interest is the choice of stone. The medieval slabs 
are all of polished limestone from southern or Eastern England.  Imported limestone became 
popular from the mid-17th century with black marble being used between 1664 and 1825. A 
yellow marble was used for a single slab dated 1660. All the other slabs, with the exception of 
one use of sandstone in the 19th century, are made of limestone. 
 
The ledger survey details including the photographs are to be found in Appendix 2. 
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Burial Vaults 
 

Six burial vaults were revealed during the course of the building works, three in the north aisle 
(BV02, BV03 & BV04), one at the west end of the nave (BV01) and two in the south aisle (BV05 
& BV06) (Fig. 6; Plates 3-10). The three in the north aisle were beneath ledger slabs LS02, LS03 
and LS04, and it would be highly unlikely that they did not contain the remains of the 
Whittingtons in BV02 and BV03, and Georgiana Turner in BV04.  
 
The burial vaults were only apparent on the south side of the ledger slabs, and were only 
exposed to a depth of c.20cm. However, it was clear that they were all constructed differently. 
BV02, which was 2.19m long was barrel vaulted and the 14cm thick ledger slab resting on top 
of short brick pillars (Plate 4). It was accessed by a stair that was revealed to the west of the 
ledger slab which was 0.95m wide by at least 1.40m long. The bricks making up the walls of 
the access were well puddled and measured 22 x 10cm (8¾ x 4in). The fill within the stair 
access was very soft and friable with chalk fragments. The disarticulated remains found 
throughout the church were interred within this stair during the course of the project. 
 
Only two courses of bricks, which were finely made and measured 27 x 7cm (6¾ x 2¾in), were 
exposed of BV03, which had straight sides and was therefore technically a burial chamber 
rather than a vault (Plate 6). The chamber was 2.14m long with what appeared to be a short 
length of reinforcement 0.75m from the west end where four bricks measuring 21.5 x 10 x 
6cm (8½ x 4 x 2҃  in) were set at a 45o angle to the south wall. The interior of the chamber 
appears to have been painted white. 
 
Burial Vault BV04 was 2.18m long and had a boat-shaped arrangement of bricks on the south 
side (Plate 7). The bricks were only two courses high and lay on a bed of bricks set at 90 o  to 
the vault. The bricks were frogged and measured 22 x 10 x 6.5cm (8  ̓x 4 x 2½in) and were set 
in lime mortar. There was a 10cm gap between the top of the brick wall and the ledger slab. 
 
The burial vault at the western end of the nave (BV01) was fully exposed as the associated 
ledger slab had been relocated to the south of it during earlier works to the church (Plate 3). 
The vault was 2.10 m long, and was bordered by a north-south aligned wall at each end. The 
bricks used for each wall and the vault itself were all different; those used to make up the 
vault measured 21 x 6cm (8¼ x 2҃ in) and had been repointed in cement mortar. The bricks in 
the east wall were c. 22 x 10 x 7cm (8  ̓x 4 x 2¾in) and those in the west wall 15 x 11 x 6cm 
(5  ҇x 4҃ x 2҃ in). Lime mortar had been used in both walls. The top of the vault had a small 
rectangular dip where the bricks had been reduced presumably to house a memorial plaque 
or similar. If the nearby ledger slab and the vault are associated, the remains within the vault 
are of George and Alice Crouch, Benjamin and Mary Kingman and the Kingman children. 
 
Another burial vault (BV05) was fully exposed at the eastern end of the south aisle (Plates 8-
9). Whether it was associated with Anne Whittington whose ledger slab (LS16) lay to the west 
of the vault or Anne Wilson whose slab is located to the east (LS14) is not certain. Whereas 
!ƴƴ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƭŀō ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳǊƛŀƭ Ǿŀǳƭǘ beneath, this may still be the case if the 
slab has not been relocated in previous works. Certainly, the access to BV05 was revealed to 
the west of the vault. It measured 1.07 x 1.69m and was open at the northern end, as if 
providing access to chambers to the east and west of it. Indeed, there did initially appear to be 
a burial chamber beneath LS12, but further investigation concluded otherwise. BV05 was 
2.20m long, and the bricks, which were set in lime mortar, measured 22 x6cm (8  ̓x 2҃ in).  
 
At the west end of the south aisle was a rectangular area demarcated by degraded timber that 
also appeared to suggest the presence of either a burial chamber or a stair access (Plate 10). 
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Whether this was actually the case could not be proven during the course of the 
investigations. A possible medieval floor tile, an iron nail and some bone was found within the 
timber lined flooring. 
 
 

 

 
Plate 3:  BV01 from the east 

 

 
Plate 4:  BV02 from the south   

 

 
Plate 5:  BV02 stair access from the west 

 

 
Plate 6:  BV03 from the south 

 

 
Plate 7:  BV04 from the south 

 

 
Plate 8:  BV05 and its stair access from the west 
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Plate 9:  BV05 and its stair access from the east 

 

 
Plate 10:  BV06 from the west 

 
Burials 
Ten groups of disarticulated human remains and 22 identifiable, but incomplete, burials were 
exposed during the course of the works (Figs. 6, 8-9; Plates 11-29). The following section 
provides only a summary of what was found; the detailed skeletal analysis can be found in 
Appendix 3.  
 
The burials, which included 5 children and a peri-natal mortality, were located throughout the 
church. Three were beneath ledger slabs in the nave (SK1, SK16 & SK17), 1 female adult was 
directly beneath the north aisle wall which was almost certainly built on top of her grave 
ό{YммύΤ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ό{YмлύΤ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛ-natal 
burials were revealed in the south aisle (SK13, SK14 & SK19); two adults (SK15 & SK18)and an 
ƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ό{YмрŀύǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ 
(SK12). In addition, the remains of 8 individuals were found in the south transept/meeting 
room, which was part of the churchyard until 1841. 
 
The most interesting burial was SK1, which was found partially beneath Ledger Slab 10 in the 
nave (Plates 11-13). The remains were in a lead coffin with a head niche that had been 
interred in a grave lined with worked clunch blocks. These anthropomorphic coffins date from 
9th and were intended to allow the deceased a direct line of sight of the risen Christ on 
Judgement Day (Danielle 2006:180-1). It has been suggested that the ledger slab is that of 
Gerald de Stanton, Rector of St Nicholas between 1276 and 1314 (NADFAS). If that is correct, 
then this style of burial either lasted longer than previously thought, or that those who buried 
Gerald still held to the dwindling importance of placing the head to face forward on 
Judgement Day.  
 
Of equal interest was the skull (SK15) found beneath the reredos wall (Plate 25). Not only did 
this individual have a healed fracture to the skull, but also three holes that were either conflict 
injuries or evidence for trepanning. Along with the remains of SK15 was the left leg of an older 
child (SK15a). To the south of SK15 was a north-south aligned burial of an older male. The 
alignment of SK18 is unusual, as is the nature of the pathologies on SK15. Burial within the 
chancel was generally, reserved for the priest or high status members of the community. 
Indeed, the ledger slabs found within the chancel commemorate Rectors Stephen Hellard 
(LS07) and Robert Chester (LS08). The likelihood is therefore that, unless SK15 had been in 
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holy orders and that SK18 was displaced during building works, the burials predate the 
building of the chancel in the 1330s. 
 
In complete contrast to the burials behind the altar, SK12, whose grave was found to the west 
of the altar, was a young child between 2 and 4 years old (Plate 23). Another child (SK10) aged 
between 2 and 6 years was buried in the Lady Chapel (Plate 21). Both children were almost 
certainly of high status families. 

 
Two burials, in aligned grave cuts were found beneath and to the south of Ledger Slab 9 
(Plates 26-28). SK16 was mostly beneath LS9 and only part of the skull was exposed. The 
association between the burial and the slab are of interest here, too. The slab is of polished 
limestone and the brass indent is empty. Stylistically the slab is similar to LS07, which 
commemorates one of the 16th century rectors, and this appears to be the case here too. The 
burial itself is of an adult male, and it is not unreasonable to assume that he was a late 
medieval rector, too. The coffin stains around SK16 were still visible but the grave itself had 
been disturbed. It appeared that SK17 may have been buried in a lead coffin, but insufficient 
of the inhumation was exposed to prove this. Although the clear alignment with SK16 could 
suggest that this individual had also been a priest, the gender of this individual could not be 
determined and so any relationship with the priesthood remains enigmatic.  
 
A small cluster of three burials was found to the north of Ledger Slab 16. All three were 
children; one (SK19) approximately 8 years old, another was less than 6 months old (SK13), 
and the third (SK14) was a 38-40 week prenatal (Plate 24).  Their location within the south 
aisle could suggest that they had been buried beneath the eaves drip of the nave prior to the 
south aisle being constructed in the 13th century.  

 
Layered burials were found within the southeast corner Meeting Room, where a group of 
disarticulated remains (DS8) had been placed over the remains of an adult and a child (SK2 & 
3) (Fig. 8: Plates 14-15). The remains of 6 individuals (SK4 -9) were found in a footing trench to 
the north of these in an area that was probably outside the church at the time of burial (Figs. 
8-9: Plates 16-20). The remains were of three adult females (SK2, SK5 & SK8), two adult males 
(SK3 & SK9), two adults of indeterminate gender (SK6 & 7)and a child between 7 and 11 years 
old SK4).  
 
A group of disarticulated remains (DA4) was exposed to the east of the row of ledger slabs in 
the north aisle, including the upper and lower jaws of an individual with perfectly aligned 
teeth but with one missing molar (SK20) (Plate 29). It is unclear whether this was a male or 
female, but the proximity of the burial to the slab commemorating Sarah Bowcock (d. 1660) 
could be significant. Because of dietary changes and the increasing use of forks in the post-
medieval period, the size and shape of the jaw changed, becoming smaller and less 
pronounced. As the remains found here had medieval traits and Sarah Bowcock died in 1660, 
it could be that this is actually an earlier burial. 
 
Two of the largest groups of disarticulated remains (DA2 & 3) were located to the southwest 
of the ledger slabs in the north aisle (Figs. 6 & 10: Plates 30-31).  They were probably the 
remains of individuals whose burial had been disturbed during the construction of the burial 
vaults within that area.  

 
There were also three closely spaced groups of disarticulated remains in the south aisle (DA5-
7) and within the South Transept (DA8-10; Plates 32-34). Again the result of disturbance of the 
original graves, but whether this could be attested to the construction of the burial vaults or 
the south transept is unclear. 
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Plate 11:  SK1 & LS10 from the north 

 

 

Plate 12:  SK1 & LS10 from the west 

 

 

Plate 13:  SK1 detail 

 

Plate 14:  SK2&3 

 

Plate 15:  SK3 

 

Plate 16:  SK4 
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Plate 17:  SK5 

 

 

 

Plate 18:  SK6 

 

Plate 19:  SK7 

 

Plate 20:  SK8 

 

 

Plate 21:  SK10 

 

Plate 22:  SK11 
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Plate 23:  SK12 

 

 

 

Plate 24:  SK13 & SK14 

 

 

Plate 25:  SK15 

 

 

 

Plate 26:  SK16 & SK17, general shot 

 

 

Plate 27:  SK16 

 

 

Plate 28:  SK17 
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Plate 29: SK20 

 

 

 

 

Plate 30:  DA2 

 

 

Plate 31: DA3 

 

 

Plate 32:  DA8 

 

 

Plate 33:  DA9 

 

 

Plate 34:  DA10 
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Archaeological features 
A little less than 2m to the south of DA3 was an unusual burnt feature [BF1], which was 
aligned north-south and had a scorched area to the east (Fig. 10: Plate 35). It was 0.94m long, 
0.48m wide and 0.15m deep. The bricks, which could not be measured, lined the south and 
west of the features and a clay pad (018), c. 0.40m in diameter overlay the brick in the 
southeast corner. The fill (019) was very friable and ashy, and appeared to have a high wood 
component as well as a few flint inclusions. This overlay redeposited natural chalk. Another, 
similar feature (BF2; [007]) was found 2.8m to the south east of BF1, to the south of LS11 (Fig. 
10: Plate 36). The lower fill (008), which consisted of burnt material and a possible bit of slag, 
was overlain by an orange sandy fill (009). BF3 [003] was 1.55m to the south east of BF2 and 
north of westernmost ledger in the south aisle (Fig. 10: Plate 37). This had three fills (004, 005 
& 006), which also had evidence for scorching. These three features were all rather 
rudimentary in form but clearly all associated with high heat events. It could be that these 
were either the base for iron braziers or were small ovens/furnaces, possibly used by the 
builders of the burial vaults. 
 
A more refined brick and tile structure [BS1/020] was revealed at the northeast end of the 
south aisle, which was aligned north-south with an arced, brick lined channel heading from the 
southern end towards the boiler house (Fig. 10: Plate 38). The west side of this feature was 
made of floor tiles measuring 8-10 x 11cm (3Ѿ-4 x 4҃ in) The bricks to the north and east were 
22 x 10 x 5cm (8  ̓x 4 x 2in).The fill (021) within the brick structure was ashy and the bricks 
were stained black on the inside. All things considered this appears to have been part of an 
earlier, probably 19th century, heating system. 
 
A brick base [BS2/022] c.34cm square was discovered at the east end of the south arcade 
(Plate 39). It consisted of a single course of lightly frogged red bricks measuring 22.5 x 10.5 x 
6.5 cm (8  ҇x 4Ѿ x 2½in) set in an orange sandy mortar. 
 
A brick built structure [BS3/023] that appeared similar to the stair accesses to the brick vaults 
was discovered beneath the altar (Plate 40). It measured 1.15m north-south and 1.10m east-
west, and the bricks were 23 x 10cm (9 x 4in).  It is possible that it gave access to a vault, 
indeed there were two ledger slabs and at least two burials at this end of the chancel, but 
there was insufficient evidence to prove this. 
 
Some ephemeral features included a possible cut [011] 0.44m north of SK16 (Plate 41). This 
ran north-south across the service trench and is thought to have been 0.70m wide, although 
the northern extent was not clear. In addition, a possible series of cuts [024] were noted to 
the south end of the ledger slabs in the north aisle at the eastern end (Plate 42). 

 

 

Plate 35:  Feature BF1 from the north 

 

 

Plate 36:  Feature BF2[007] from the east 
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Plate 37:  Feature BF3[003] from the east 

 

 

Plate 38:  BS1 [020]and associated culvert from the 
west 

 

 

Plate 39:  Brick base [BS2/022] from the west 

 

 

Plate 40: Brick structure BS3 [023] from the south  

 

 

Plate 41:  Feature [011] north of SK16 

 

 

Plate 42:  Possible graves [024] in the north aisle 

 
Flint & other footings 
Ground reduction to the north of BV06 revealed the intermittent flint footings of the wall that 
was superseded by the south arcade (Plate 46). The flint footings, which were 0.90m wide, 
extended the full distance between Columns 2 & 3 (numbered from west to east) were 0.90m 
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wide, but only a short stretch was seen to survive to east and west of Column 1. However, 
later ground reduction revealed the remains of more footings beneath the north arcade and 
along the west wall [010]. The footings in the southwest corner of the church comprised 
limestone blocks to the north and flint to the south that was surrounded by pink, possible 
mortar dust (Plate 44).  
 
The base of the screen between the chancel and the Lady Chapel was also exposed during the 
ground reduction and consisted of brick beneath concrete (Plates 44-46). The chancel step 
was similarly modern (Plate 47), and may well date from c.1914 when the heating was first 
installed. The service ducts for the pipes ran southwards to the eastern door in the north wall, 
with a spur extending north into the Lady Chapel and along the south wall of the south aisle, 
the west wall. The ducts had a concrete base and were lined with Fletton bricks (Plate 48). 
Some of the ducts were widened and re-used for the present works. 
 
The foundations for the west wall, to the north of the font, were seen to comprise a flint base 
some 0.32m thick (032) above which was a mixed deposit, 0.29m deep containing chalk, 
mortar and similar building debris (031), including a single, rectangular worked piece of clunch 
with diagonal tool marks.  This layer was capped by a concrete floor (030) (Fig. 10). 
 
Fragments of Ketton Stone were exposed beneath Ledger Slab LS09, within the chancel. This 
high quality freestone was used as a dressing stone in the south porch and the buttresses in 
the north wall, and the fragments are quite possibly detritus from the restoration of the 
exterior of the church funded by Captain Jellicoe Turner in 1836 (cf.Callaghan & Coulter 2018: 
16). 
 
 

 

 

Plate 43:  Flint footings in the south arcade 

 

 

Plate 44:  Footings in the southwest corner of the 
church 
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Plate 45:  Footings below the Lady Chapel screen from 
the south 

 

 

Plate 46:  Structural details revealed in ground 
reduction in the Lady Chapel 

 

 

Plate 47:  Structural details revealed in ground 
reduction in chancel 

 

 

Plate 48:  Early 20th century service trench in the Lady 
Chapel from the southwest 

 
South Transept 
The dividing wall between the south aisle and the south transept and the ceiling (dating from 
1977) in the meeting room within the south transept were removed exposing the roof above, 
There were two closely spaced trusses resting on stone corbels, of which the southern was 
moulded and the northern one, which was set lower than the southern one, had a simple 
hollow chamfer (Plate 49). The west wall was seen to be partly brick built with blockwork 
making up the northern section (Plate 51). The floor was removed revealing flagstones that 
had been screened over. 
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Plate 49:  Corbels on the east wall of the south 
transept 

 

 

Plate 50:  West wall of the south transept 

 

 

Plate 51:  South and east walls of the south transept 

 
Dais 
The dais at the eastern end of the chancel was 0.15m high with a limestone kerb enclosing an 
area of decorative, neo-Gothic tiling, which in turn enclosed an area 1.67m north-south x 
0.47m east-west of black and red tiles in a harlequin formation (Plates 52-53). The tiles were 
all 10cm2 (4in2) and the decorative motifs were dominated by the fleur-de-lys in various 
formats (Plate 54). The limestone used for the border was a fine grained, oolitic stone with 
few inclusions, but could not be more closely identified (Plate 55).  
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Plate 52:  Dais from the northwest 

 

 

Plate 53:  Dais detail from the west 

 

 

Plate 54: Dais tile decoration detail 

 

 

Plate 55:  Dais border detail 

 
Screens 
The screens were analysed in detail by Artemis Heritage before works began (Callaghan & 
Coulter 2019) and the removal of the chancel screen was monitored by KDK. The upper part of 
the screen dates from the 15th century, but the lower section was replaced by Nicholson in the 
early 20th century when the screen was restored and reinstalled in the chancel entrance. The 
project would no doubt have presented some challenges, as the screen had been partially 
dismantled sometime after the Reformation, and the upper part stored in the Tithe Barn until 
1841 when it was set behind the altar as a reredos (ibid: 13).  
 
The chancel screen was removed in four parts ς the side panels, central tracery and the upper 
beam (Plates 56-66). A modern timber on the top of the upper beam provided a conduit for 
cables and also a stand for candles. This covered a series of five mortices that were 
approximately 8cm long and 3cm wide (Plate 62). At c.2cm depth, they would have been too 
shallow to support anything robust such as a cross, but could have provided anchorage for a 
decorative panel. Steel pegs with wooden covers were further testimony to recent works to 
the screen. 
 
The sections of the column interior that was exposed when the parclose screen (Screen B) was 
removed between the chancel and the Lady Chapel were inspected. The packing in the east 
column was a brick and flint core whereas that in the west column was concrete. The footings 
beneath the screen were of brick rubble beneath concrete (Plate 45). Two pennies dating 
from 1897 and 1898 were discovered on top of and below the screen when it was being 
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dismantled. It appeared that they had been deliberately placed when the screen was reset 
after the new floor had been laid in the early 20th century. 
 
Both screens were to be relocated; the parclose screen to the west end of the church where it 
would form one of the walls of the proposed crèche and the chancel screen to the altar steps 
to provide a boundary between the chancel and the sanctuary. A monument to George 
Blomfield (d.1885), the presiding vicar during the alterations and restorations to the church in 
the first half of the 19th century and another two his first wife Frances Blomfield (d.1837) were 
photographed prior to being partially obscured by the chancel (Plate 67). They are very 
different in style, which is not surprising given the 50 years between their manufacture. 
CǊŀƴŎŜǎ .ƭƻƳŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŀǊōƭŜ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ ŀ ōŀŎƪƎǊound of grey slate. The 
simple inscription states; 
 
In memory of /Frances Maria Blomfield /the beloved wife of /the Rev G.B. Blomfield/ Rector of 
this parish/ who having lived in the true faith/ and fear of god/ died in perfect peace/ June 30, 
1837, aged 38, / and lies buried in this chancel. 
 
The memorial for the Rev. Blomfield was erected by friends and parishioners, and consists of a 
brass plaque within a recess with a trefoil head under a square architrave. The inscription 
reads: 
 
In pious and loving memory of/ George Becher Blomfield M.A./ Canon of Chester and Rector 
of/ Stevenage from 1834 to 1874 who/ died Xmas day 1885 aged 84 years./ This tablet is 
inscribed by his/ friends and parishioners, who/ also erected by subscription the/ clock on the 
district church of/ Holy Trinity in evidence of/ their esteem, gratitude, and/ love./ Not slothful 
in business/ fervent in spirit, serving/ the Lord. 
 
It is unlikely that he was buried here, having retirŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ aƻƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ IŀƭƭΣ 
Cheshire in 1874 (NADFAS). 

 
 

 

Plate 56:  Chancel screen being removed 

 

Plate 57:  Chancel screen beam being lifted 
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Plate 58:  Chancel screen detail showing later repair 

 

 

Plate 59:  Chancel screen, mortice & tenon detail 

 

Plate 60:  Central tracery detail showing later repair  

 

Plate 61:  Underside of upper beam of chancel screen 

 

Plate 62:  Mortices on the top of the chancel screen 
beam (Photo courtesy of Tom Frost) 

 

 

 

Plate 63:  Screen B from the chancel 
(Photo courtesy of Tom Frost) 
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Plate 64: Screen having been removed 

 

 

Plate 65: Screen B detail (Photo courtesy of Tom Frost) 

 

 

Plate 66: Screen B detail 
(Photo courtesy of Tom Frost) 

 

Plate 67: Memorials on the south chancel wall 
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Figure 6:  All archaeological remains (scale 1:125) 
 

  


