
Dear all, 

Briefing 11: Wednesday 29th April, 2020. 

“But he said to me: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’”                      

2 Corinthians 11: 9  

The church in Corinth thought itself to be blessed in every way. It was wealthy, thriving, and influential. Today it 

would be the kind of church that has a large staff team, paid musicians and a published author as its minister.  

But all was not well. In both of Paul’s letters to them, he rebuked the Corinthian Christians for their arrogance 

and worldly values, and here in the passage which leads up to this verse he defended his ministry and his 

qualifications for being an apostle. 

The Corinthians were more impressed with other teachers, ones who messages were delivered with a flourish, 

with flair and panache. They were a superstar church and they wanted superstar preachers, and Paul didn’t quite 

fit the bill.  Or so they thought.  He had too many scars and wounds, and not enough style to bring in the 

Corinthian masses. He even had what he himself described as a ‘thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to 

torment him.’  This ongoing weakness (it might have been a physical problem, perhaps with his eyes - see 

Galatians 4:15) seems to have been too much for the Corinthians. Paul may have planted their church, but they 

wanted to be led by someone greater. 

But outward appearance and physical strength is never the best measure of somebody’s suitability as a Christian 

pastor, or indeed an effective Christian.  Paul pleaded with the Lord to take away this thorn, but the Lord’s reply 

was simple: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’  In other words, ‘I can 

accomplish more through you when you are weak, Paul, than when you are strong. For when you are weak you 

have to rely on me. And my power far exceeds yours.’ 

Over the last few months we’ve all begun to realise just how weak we are. We thought we controlled our own 

destinies, that we ran our own lives and could make almost every decision for ourselves. We thought we could 

make plans and have them come to pass. How wrong we were.   

For many people that realisation will be incredibly frightening.  For a go-getter like Paul, one who was talented, 

driven, and who had achieved so much, having an ongoing weakness seemed like a threat to his ministry.  But as 

Paul discovered, and as we must discover too, recognising our own weakness is absolutely fine as long as the Lord 

is our strength.  God never grows tired or weary. He never slumbers or sleeps. His purposes always come to pass.  

And the more we are willing to rely on his strength instead of ours, the more we are willing to trust ourselves to 

him and obey him, however out of our depth or comfort zone we may feel, the more we will see his mighty power 

at work in our lives. For when we are weak, then, through the power of Christ at work in us, we are truly strong. 

May we discover that truth in these days, and bring our weaknesses and fears to him, that the LORD may bring 

glory to his name and build his kingdom through us. 

This Sunday our preacher will be Rev Ray Porter, as Judy and I will be taking a short break (at home!) over the 

weekend. Ray has been a frequent visitor and preacher in our churches and I’m looking forward to hearing from 

him this Sunday.  There will be another update next week.  In the meantime, may God bless you and your 

families, and may the LORD hear our prayers on behalf of our nation and our world. 

Yours in Christ,      

Dave  



MEN’S VIRTUAL BREAKFAST… 

Fellas, we can’t meet at the Standing Order for the full fry up and chat, but we can still meet… and try to outdo 

each other with the biggest home-made bacon sandwich!  We’re meeting via ZOOM from 8:30am on Saturday 

9th May.  If you’d like an invitation, please email Mike Wilton on mikewilton@hotmail.com.  

 

SOMETHING FOR YOUR SOUL…   

The talk for the week is from Tim Keller.  It’s entitled Hope in Times of Fear.  You can watch it here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iB2rS71FcUM  

Instead of one song this week, there’s an invitation to join the All Souls Orchestra for a Festival of Hope.  The 

concert will be broadcast live from All Souls You Tube channel at 7:30pm on Saturday evening.  More details 

can be found here:  https://www.allsoulsmusic.org/events/a-festival-of-hope-virtual-prom-praise/ 

Books!  This week a number of us should have been at Bible by the Beach.  As well as a time of fabulous 

fellowship and Bible teaching, it’s usually also a time to restock my book shelves.  We can’t meet this year, but 

the same book deals are on offer.  You can watch the promo video here https://youtu.be/qy_9aTRblV4  and 

purchase the books here: https://www.10ofthose.com/uk/themes/bbtb-special-recommendations  There are 

some AMAZING deals here- and if you’ve never read Through Gates of Splendour- don’t miss out on this special 

offer!  BBtB have also made all the talks from the 2019 conference freely available.  Why not take a look and 

have a listen? The link is here:  https://bit.ly/2Lm4fa8 

 

THE LATEST VIDEOS… 

There’s a new all age family worship service out at 12noon today- looking at the encounter between Peter and 

Jesus on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Do take a look here:  https://youtu.be/3s0A1FMup6s 

A new Bite-Sized Bible was also released this week, this time looking at the book of Judges.  You can find the 

video here:  https://youtu.be/Nh_L_DHRLSs    

 

REMINDERS… 

PREVIOUS LETTERS AND INFORMATION: These can all be accessed via our websites or Facebook pages. 

If you’d like to lead the PRAYERS or do the BIBLE READING for our on-line service, please get in touch! 

KEEPING IN TOUCH: Please do take up the 4UP/4DOWN challenge and call people regularly and let me or 

Lynda Matthews (Pastoral Team leader) know of any concerns you have. 

SERVICE DOWN A TELEPHONE LINE: A reminder that our ‘service down a telephone line’ is now up and running.  

The message will be updated every few days with Evening Prayer services and the Sunday sermon.  Simply dial 

this local number 01438 907143 (you’ll need the area code as well), and listen. 

PRAYER:  We are still gathering on Tuesday mornings from 7am to 8am for a virtual prayer meeting.  If you’d 

like to join us, send me an email and I’ll send you an invite.   

NEED HELP? Do ask!  We are a family after all.  If you or a neighbour need help that you can’t provide, contact 

Herts Help on 0300 123 4044 or via https://www.hertshelp.net/hertshelp.aspx.   

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?  See https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS or https://www.thvolunteering.org.uk/ 
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