
Dear all, 

Briefing 5: Friday 27th March, 2020. 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  John 1:14 

If we’d been alive 2000 years ago, and there were no social-distancing regulations in place, we could have shaken 

God by the hand or given him a hug or sat with him and eaten a meal.  That’s the astonishing truth at the centre of 

the Christian gospel.  God became one of us.  Fully divine, and fully human- except for sin. 

Like us Jesus knew pain and anguish.  Like us, he could be hurt physically and feel tired and weak and lonely.  Like us 

he knew what it was to be tempted in every way.  

The incarnation of Jesus is something that we concentrate on at Christmas, for obvious reasons.  But it should also 

encourage us now.  We have a God who is able to sympathise with us in our weaknesses, because he experienced 

them too, and one who right now, is interceding for us, bringing us to his Father in prayer.  What an astonishing 

thought!  What a comfort!  What an encouragement to stand firm and keep thanking God for his mercy and grace, 

and to keep our eyes firmly fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

______________________ 

Not too much extra news today, just a warning, something for parents and a summary of things that have been 

mentioned earlier this week.  From next week there will just 2 of these updates a week- the next one will come out 

on Tuesday… 

PLEASE TAKE CARE:  Sadly there are always individuals who find ways to exploit a crisis for their own evil 

gain.   We’ve been advised to warn people of 2 particular scams claiming to be the UK government:  One 

telling you that you are entitled to a payment of £558, and giving you a link to access the payment; the 

second, saying that you have left your house illegally and you have to pay a fine, again they give you a link 

in order to pay. 

They look real but they are fake.  If you receive one, please ignore it.  If you are still concerned, call the 

police on 101.  This is the non-emergency number.   

SOMETHING FOR PARENTS… 

With children having been home from school now for at least a week, and with the Easter holidays on the 

horizon, I thought I might suggest some useful links… 

• Our online bookstore 10ofthose have created a download a children's printable activity sheet every 

weekday accessible here: bit.ly/FREEACTIVIT10.  They’ve also put together 4 fantastic packs for 

parents and kids, just £25 each.  bit.ly/SchoolClosureP… pic.twitter.com/lBH8qw4t3K 

• There are also many good and free resources on https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/- including stories to listen to  

• If you are trying to balance work and home-schooling try this blog: https://www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/I-

homeschool-my-kids-and-run-a-business.-Here-s-my-advice-to-parents 

• And if you want your children to be doing something useful (and Godly) on their phones or tablets… 

how about these: https://www.bible.com/en-GB/kids or https://us-en.superbook.cbn.com/sb_bible or 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/tgj-game-app/ 

https://t.co/txCfvB5A5w
https://t.co/iefvTl8oSk
https://t.co/lBH8qw4t3K
https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/-
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/I-homeschool-my-kids-and-run-a-business.-Here-s-my-advice-to-parents
https://www.premierchristianity.com/Blog/I-homeschool-my-kids-and-run-a-business.-Here-s-my-advice-to-parents
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/kids
https://us-en.superbook.cbn.com/sb_bible
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/tgj-game-app/


And don’t forget, there will be another all-age-family worship released next week! 

SOMETHING FOR YOUR SOUL… 

The song for the day is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLy8ksqGf9w 

The talk for the day is available here:  https://saintnicholaschurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/18CEL02-

Psalm-13-Honest-questions-by-Jonty-Allcock.mp3 It’s a fabulous talk by Jonty Allcock on Psalm 13.  Do have a listen.  

It’s one of the best talks I’ve ever heard, and so relevant for our situation today. 

 

TIME FOR A SUMMARY 

There’s been lots of information given out in recent days… here’s a brief reminder: 

YOUTUBE: Sunday services, all-age family worship and bite-sized Bible videos are all available on our 

YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzRGAaIRTsJuKFRBvkLjAtQ/  The Sunday Service will be 

available at 10am this Sunday.  Please remember to SHARE them and click the SUBSCRIBE button. 

LETTERS AND INFORMATION: These can all be accessed via our websites or Facebook pages. 

KEEPING IN TOUCH: Please do take up the 4UP/4DOWN challenge and call people regularly. 

NEED HELP? If you or a neighbour need help that you can’t provide, contact Herts Help on 0300 123 4044 

or via https://www.hertshelp.net/hertshelp.aspx.   

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?  See https://www.goodsamapp.org/NHS or https://www.thvolunteering.org.uk/ 

PRAYER:  Why not try downloading the PRAYER MATE APP to your mobile device or tablet.   I’ve also 

attached some ideas for prayer written when our churches were open for private prayer.  The private 

group prayer network has also been set up- whether you are from St Nicholas or St Mary’s, search for the 

St Nicholas Church Stevenage group, sign up and wait to be approved… You’ll then be able to share prayer 

requests across the church family. 

 

There will be another update in a couple of days, in the meantime, may God bless you and your families 

and may the LORD hear our prayers on behalf of our nation and our world. 

Yours in Christ,      

Dave 
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